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The purpose of this document is to use business modeling concepts to explain why to everyone but the called, the Cross is foolishness. In today’s lesson from the first chapter of 1st Corinthians, Paul talks about the Cross and the Called. It talks about the Cross of Christ being foolishness to everyone but the Called. It also represents the Gospel as the Cross. Therefore, it is saying the Gospel is foolishness to everyone but the Called. The called have personally heard from God. In other words, they have had their heart changed by God. This chapter is also saying: until we begin living our personal calling or heart change, our salvation has not begun, and after it is begun it continues. I believe restating these strong statements in business terms will help get us to that first step. Simply substituting the word business for the word cross is the first step.

1 Corinthians 1:17-25

17For Christ did not send me to baptize but to proclaim the gospel, and not with eloquent wisdom, so that the cross (business) of Christ might not be emptied of its power. 

Christ the Power and Wisdom of God

18 For the message about the cross (Christ’s Business) is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 

19For it is written, ‘I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.’ 20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who believe. 22For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, 

23but we proclaim Christ crucified (Christ’s Business), a stumbling-block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24but to those who are the called (those who do business with Christ), both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength. 

Jesus’ Finished Business with Us

In this Scripture, Paul is describing Jesus’ finished business, his Cross. Since in the wisdom of God the world did not know God through wisdom, Jesus’ finished business was foolishness to the Jews and Greeks. Since the Jews demanded signs and the Greeks desire wisdom, Jesus’ finished business was foolishness to them. The world knows God not through wisdom, but through a relationship. This relationship is a calling or a business with God. Jesus’ current business is here related to these callings.
Jesus’ Current Business with Us

In this Scripture, Paul is also describing Jesus’ current business, our Crosses which are also his Cross. Paul says: but to those who are doing business with God, both Jews and Greeks, have Christ (the power and wisdom of God). Only through God’s wisdom are we saved. God’s wisdom comes from doing personal business with God. For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 
Summary: But to the Called-
The Cross is Foolishness

The purpose of this document is to use business modeling concepts to explain why to everyone but the called, the Cross is foolishness. Paul talks about the Cross and the Called. He talks about the Cross of Christ being foolishness to everyone but the Called. He also represents the Gospel as the Cross. Therefore, it is saying the Gospel is foolishness to everyone but the Called. The called have personally heard from God. In other words, they have had their heart changed by God. This chapter is also saying: until we begin living our personal calling or heart change, our salvation has not begun, and after it is begun it continues. I believe restating these strong statements in business terms helps get us to that first step. Simply substituting the word business for the word cross is the first step.
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