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The purpose of this document is to use Business Science to define Church 

Government. I will be using Business Science to build a Business Model of the 

different types of Church Government. At the same time using the Business 

Science in yesterday’s Church Authority document, I will describe how these 

models recognize Church Authority.  

Government Authority Limits 
Church Government is scripturally limited to Church Authority. So, my Church 

Authority document is a prerequisite to understanding my interpretation of how 

these Church Government models recognize Church Authority. In the middle of 

this document I have included formal definitions of secular and Church 

government. I do this to show how important Limited Government is for people to 

be able to get their offering accepted. In other words (to do the job they are called 

to do), people have to be free.  

Success through Communication 

The end point or overall measure of success in life is getting our offering accepted. By 

the baptism of the Holy Spirit, we know it will be accepted. If we have opened our 

heart to the Lord, we know when the Lord changes our heart. If we pray (beseech 

or beg) for what the Lord has put on our heart, we know when we believe it will be 

done. When we believe, we sing his praises. Our worship will go before all his 

deeds. We are designed to communicate with God this way, and we are also 

designed to communicate with each other the same way, through the heart with 

courtesy. 

Success through Teamwork 

Accepted offerings come from teamwork. We were designed to work together. He will 

use us as a body to do his deeds. We were each designed to give to another 

person’s team, and we each were designed for receiving authority and 

responsibility for our own teams. We also know we need help. As we were 

designed to help others in his Body, he has also designed others to help us. He has 

designed us to fit together like a body. So, we need to pray for what he has told us 

to do, including praying for the team’s we support and the teams we own. In other 

words, our team includes all our Customers and Suppliers (direct Suppliers and 

indirect Facilitators). Our success is related to the success of our teammates. 

Success through Limited Government 

We all have our own authority, both expert and command authority. Our job is to 

confess our sins by opening our heart to the Lord, and pray for what is on our heart. 

If we do that, he changes our heart and makes us believe he will accomplish our 

heart’s desire. Our only responsibility is to confess and pray. Because we were 

designed to do what is on our heart, he will supply what we need to give our gift. 

We need customers and suppliers. He will supply them.  All we have to do is go 
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where we want to go, do what we want to do, say what we want to say, and he will 

supply them. In other words, we need free speech, free association, and free 

movement. So, we need limited Government.  

Wiki Church and Secular Governments  

Church government  

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 

Redirect page 

Jump to: navigation, search  

Ecclesiastical polity 

Ecclesiastical polity 

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 

Jump to: navigation, search  

Ecclesiastical polity is the operational and governance structure of a church or Christian 

denomination. It also denotes the ministerial structure of the church and the authority 

relationships between churches. Polity is closely related to Ecclesiology, the study of 

doctrine and theology relating to church organization. 
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 Democracy  

 Dictatorship  

 Monarchy  

 Oligarchy 

 Plutocracy  

 Theocracy  

 Totalitarian  

 Legalism  

Authority and Government Types 
Types of Church government mirror types of secular or state governments. Some 

secular governments put more power with the poor; some put more power with the 

rich. Some Church governments put more power with the Priests; some put more 

power with the Kings. And, some secular and church governments try to balance 

the power for the benefit of all. Because poor people outnumber the rich, pure 

democracies put more power with the poor. In the Church there are more Kings 

than Priests. The few may be more qualified to rule. So, for good reason some 

forms of government put the power in the hands of the few. Some Church 

governments keep the power with the many kings, and some keep the power with 

the few priests, some the power is with one king, some the power is with one priest,  

and only one government form is designed to balance the power between the rich 

and the poor, the few and the many, the Kings and the Priests.  

Democracy – rule of the many 

For example: Congregational Church Governments (Polity) put more power with the 

Kings, and mirror secular Democracies where the group rules itself. Congregational 

Churches including Baptist Churches are governed by local church councils.  

Councils  

Presbyterian Polity also gives the power to kings using local councils, but the 

authority of those local councils is under regional councils, and regional councils 

are under national and international councils. This hierarchy of councils adds the 

right to appeal decisions to higher authority.   

Authoritarian - rule of the few 

Episcopal Polity (not to be confused with the Episcopal Church of the United States) 

gives authority to the Priests. Those priests have councils and their authority is also 

distributed through councils internationally, nationally, regionally and locally.  I 

think I should mention the authority of a local church (for whatever reason) can 

reside in a council of only one king or only one priest. So, councils of Kings and 

Priests describe the three classes of Church Government listed by Wikipedia.  

Episcopal Church of the United States 
Some say the worst form of Government is pure democracy, or mob rule. In other 

words, there is no perfect form of Government. Authoritarian does not sound too 
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good either. Years after the Revolutionary War, our founding fathers got together 

to formalize the government that would best fit the principals of the Declaration of 

Independence. Many of these fathers were Anglican or English Catholic, a Church 

under the King of England. Since they were no longer subject to the King, they 

needed a new denomination. The constitution they wrote for the United States was 

very similar to the one they wrote for the Episcopal Church of the United States. 

Both were designed to benefit the rich and the poor, the kings and the priests. If 

you know the Constitution of the United States, you will recognize the Constitution 

of the Episcopal Church. The U.S. Constitution and our Declaration of 

Independence both recognize that authority comes from the individual. The 

individual is responsible for developing the teamwork required to empower that 

authority, but all authority that is invested in the state comes from God through the 

individual. In other words, the individual can not give to the state authority he does 

not have as an individual. Therefore, the authority of the state is scripturally 

limited. Likewise, the authority of Church Government is also limited. It is limited 

to the authority of the individual personal callings of the members of the church, 

those kingly and priestly callings. For more on the business models of these 

callings see that Church Authority document. The Episcopal Church of the United 

States and the United States Constitution are the only forms that recognize all God 

Given Church Authority. Even though right now the Episcopal Church is deeply 

mired in sin, its founders designed it to be the order that will bring the Church into 

unity. Its constitution is pure, but progressives in the Church do not believe in its 

fundamental principals.  Maybe the time is now for those who believe in those 

Biblical principals to continue its original calling, Church unity through limited 

government.  

Summary: Church Government  
The purpose of this document has been to use Business Science to define Church 

Government. Church governments mirror secular governments. Lists were used to 

model or define the different types of Church and secular Government. At the same 

time using yesterday’s Church Authority document, I described how these models 

recognize Church Authority. Like our Declaration of Independence and our US 

Constitution, the governmental form of Episcopal Church of the United States is 

designed to unify the Church by recognizing all God Given Church Authority.  

 


