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Mountains of Samaria

Mt. Tabor
Mt. Carmel

Mt. Gilboa

Mt. Ebal
Mt. Gerizim

Bob Pace
CARMEL, MOUNT (kar' mehl) In 1 Kings 18:19, the scene of the confrontation between the prophet Elijah and the prophets of Baal. The mountain is near the Mediterranean coast of Palestine between the Plain of Acco to the north and the Plain of Sharon to the south. It is frequently mentioned in the Bible as a place of great beauty and fertility.  


Bob Pace
TABOR (Tay' bawr) Place name of uncertain meaning, perhaps, "height." 1. A mountain in the valley of Jezreel. About six miles east of Nazareth, it has played an important role in Israel's history since the period of the conquest. It served as a boundary point for the tribes of Naphtali, Issachar, and Zebulun (Josh. 19:12,22), where the tribes worshiped early (Deut. 33:18-19). Barak gathered an army at Tabor to defend against Sisera (Judg. 4:6). Apparently, it was the site of false worship (Hos. 5:1). Tradition holds that Tabor was the site of Jesus' transfiguration (Mark 9:2), although no evidence exists to validate the claim. 
    2. Levitical city (1 Chron. 6:77), apparently replacing Nahalal in the earlier list (Josh. 21:35). It may be khirbet Dabura. 
    3. The "Plain of Tabor" (1 Sam. 10:3) was apparently near Gibea.  
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GILBOA (gihl boh' uh) Place name of uncertain meaning, perhaps, "hill country" or "bubbling fountain." Location of an Israelite encampment (1 Sam. 28:4). The Israelites under Saul were preparing to do battle against the Philistines. At Mount Gilboa Saul and his three sons were slain (1 Sam. 31:8). David sang a lament over the Gilboa tragedy (2 Sam. 1:17-27). Mount Gilboa has been identified with modern Jebel Fuqu  ah, on the eastern side of the Plain of Esdraelon. See Palestine; Saul.  
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EBAL (ee' buhl) Personal and place name possibly meaning, "bare." 1. Grandson of Seir and son of clan leader Shobal among the Horite descendants living in Edom (Gen. 36:23). 2. Son of Joktan in line of Shem (1 Chron. 1:22). He is called Obal in Genesis 10:28 through a scribal copying change. 
    3. Mountain near Shechem on which Moses set up the curse for the covenant ceremony (Deut. 11:29; 27:13). An altar was also on Ebal (Deut. 27:4-5). Ebal rises 3100 feet with its stark rock, bare of vegetation, giving the appearance of curse. On the north of Shechem, it stands opposed to the fruitful Mount Gerazim, the mount of blessing to the south. Joshua carried out the covenant ceremony on Ebal and Gerazim (Josh. 8:30-35; compare 24:1-27), building an altar on Ebal. Later the Samaritans built their temple on Mount Ebal (compare John 4:20). See Gerizim and Ebal.  
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GERIZIM AND EBAL (gehr' ih zihm uhnd ee' buhl) Closely related place names meaning, "cut off ones" and "stripped one" or "baldy." Two mountains which form the sides of an important east-west pass in central Israel known as the valley of Shechem. Ancient Shechem lies at the east entrance of this valley, and modern Nablus stands in the narrow valley between the two mountains. Shechem is located some 40 miles north of Jerusalem and, because of the mountainous terrain, controls all roads through the central hill country of Israel. 
    Gerizim (modern Jebel et-Tor) stands 2,849 feet above the Mediterranean and 700 feet above the valley. Ebal (modern Jebel Eslamiyeh) was located directly opposite Gerizim and is 2,950 feet above sea level. Both of the mountains are steep and rocky and perhaps gave reason to the probable meaning of Shechem: "shoulder(s)." The mountains, standing like two sentinels, could be fortified and assure control of this important valley. Excavations have shown architectural features which imply its commercial and military importance in the area. 
    When the Israelites conquered central Israel, Joshua carried out the directive given by Moses, and placed half of the tribes on Mount Gerizim to pronounce the blessing (Deut. 27:12) and the other half on Mount Ebal to pronounce the curses (Deut. 11:29; Josh. 8:30-35). Joshua built an altar on Ebal (Josh. 8:30). 
    Jotham proclaimed his famous kingship fable to the citizens of Shechem from Mount Gerizim (Judg. 9:7), thus using its sacred tradition to reinforce the authority of his message. After the Assyrians captured the Northern Kingdom, the mixed race of people began mixing pagan worship and worship of Yahweh (2 Kings 17:33). 
    Gerizim disappears from biblical history until after the Babylonian Exile and the Persian restoration. The Jewish historian Josephus reported that Alexander the Great gave permission to the Samaritans to build a temple on Mount Gerizim. Archaeologists think they have found remains of this temple, 66 x 66 feet and 30 feet high, built of uncut rocks without cement. Josephus also reported that John Hyrcanus destroyed the temple in 128 B.C. Archaeologists have also found remains of the temple to Zeus Hypsistos which Hadrian, the Roman emperor, built after A.D. 100. Over 1500 marble steps led to the pagan temple. The small Samaritan community continues to worship on Gerizim today, just as they did in Jesus' lifetime when He met the Samaritan woman drawing water from Jacob's well. She pointed to traditional worship on the mountain (John 4:20). See Samaritans. 
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