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Food and Water in the Wilderness

Location -- Wilderness and Amalekites

Red Sea

Amalekites (Edom, descendents of Esau)

Wilderness of Sin, Paran, and Shur

Seir Mts.

Dessert

Amalekites, Fiery Serpents, Food, and Water
He met their needs for food and water in the hostile wilderness. Even the fiery serpents
and the Amalekites failed to thwart the wilderness journey of the Israelites under
Moses' leadership.
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Events at Mt. Sinai

Location -- Mt. Sinai (Horeb)

Red Sea

            Mt. Sinai

The center of the Moses traditions emerges with clarity in the events at Mount
Sinai (or Mt. Horeb).
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The Law - God’s guift for Israel

Location -- Mt. Sinai

Red Sea

          Mt. Sinai

The law at Sinai constitutes God's gift for Israel.
The law showed Israel how to respond to God's saving act in the Exodus .
The law at Sinai showed each new generation how to follow Moses' teaching in a new
setting in the life of the people.

The Law of Moses

The laws carried the name of Moses as an affirmation of their authority. The law of
Moses became a model for Israelite society. Indeed, Israel's historians told the entire
story of Israel under the influence of the Moses model and suggested that the Davidic
kings should have constructed their leadership for Israel under the influence of the
Moses model (Joshua--Kings). Only the good king Josiah and, to a lesser extent,
Hezekiah matched that model.
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Aaron’s Consecration to Priesthood,

Location -- Somewhere in the wilderness

Red Sea

Wilderness:

3. Sin
2. Paran
1. Shur1. 2.

3.

Special rules of conduct and high standards for the priest

the priestly garments

the ritual cleanness

the sacrifices for breaking standards
Aaron’s concecration to the Priesthood, starting Israel’s formal priesthood, initiating
sacrificial system, first wearing the priestly garments, bore the special rules of
conduct, clothing, and ritual cleanness. Since he could not live up to such high
standards, he had to offer sacrifices for his own sins. Then, in his cleansed, holy office,
he offered sacrifices for others. Imperfect Aaron established an office full of symbolic
meaning for Israel (Ex. 28-29; Lev. 8-9).

Bob Pace
(Lev 8 NIV)  The LORD said to Moses, {2} "Bring Aaron and his sons, their garments, the anointing oil, the bull for the sin offering, the two rams and the basket containing bread made without yeast, {3} and gather the entire assembly at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting." {4} Moses did as the LORD commanded him, and the assembly gathered at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting. {5} Moses said to the assembly, "This is what the LORD has commanded to be done." {6} Then Moses brought Aaron and his sons forward and washed them with water. {7} He put the tunic on Aaron, tied the sash around him, clothed him with the robe and put the ephod on him. He also tied the ephod to him by its skillfully woven waistband; so it was fastened on him. {8} He placed the breastpiece on him and put the Urim and Thummim in the breastpiece. {9} Then he placed the turban on Aaron's head and set the gold plate, the sacred diadem, on the front of it, as the LORD commanded Moses. {10} Then Moses took the anointing oil and anointed the tabernacle and everything in it, and so consecrated them. {11} He sprinkled some of the oil on the altar seven times, anointing the altar and all its utensils and the basin with its stand, to consecrate them. {12} He poured some of the anointing oil on Aaron's head and anointed him to consecrate him. {13} Then he brought Aaron's sons forward, put tunics on them, tied sashes around them and put headbands on them, as the LORD commanded Moses. {14} He then presented the bull for the sin offering, and Aaron and his sons laid their hands on its head. {15} Moses slaughtered the bull and took some of the blood, and with his finger he put it on all the horns of the altar to purify the altar. He poured out the rest of the blood at the base of the altar. So he consecrated it to make atonement for it. {16} Moses also took all the fat around the inner parts, the covering of the liver, and both kidneys and their fat, and burned it on the altar. {17} But the bull with its hide and its flesh and its offal he burned up outside the camp, as the LORD commanded Moses. {18} He then presented the ram for the burnt offering, and Aaron and his sons laid their hands on its head. {19} Then Moses slaughtered the ram and sprinkled the blood against the altar on all sides. {20} He cut the ram into pieces and burned the head, the pieces and the fat. {21} He washed the inner parts and the legs with water and burned the whole ram on the altar as a burnt offering, a pleasing aroma, an offering made to the LORD by fire, as the LORD commanded Moses. {22} He then presented the other ram, the ram for the ordination, and Aaron and his sons laid their hands on its head. {23} Moses slaughtered the ram and took some of its blood and put it on the lobe of Aaron's right ear, on the thumb of his right hand and on the big toe of his right foot. {24} Moses also brought Aaron's sons forward and put some of the blood on the lobes of their right ears, on the thumbs of their right hands and on the big toes of their right feet. Then he sprinkled blood against the altar on all sides. {25} He took the fat, the fat tail, all the fat around the inner parts, the covering of the liver, both kidneys and their fat and the right thigh. {26} Then from the basket of bread made without yeast, which was before the LORD, he took a cake of bread, and one made with oil, and a wafer; he put these on the fat portions and on the right thigh. {27} He put all these in the hands of Aaron and his sons and waved them before the LORD as a wave offering. {28} Then Moses took them from their hands and burned them on the altar on top of the burnt offering as an ordination offering, a pleasing aroma, an offering made to the LORD by fire. {29} He also took the breast--Moses' share of the ordination ram--and waved it before the LORD as a wave offering, as the LORD commanded Moses. {30} Then Moses took some of the anointing oil and some of the blood from the altar and sprinkled them on Aaron and his garments and on his sons and their garments. So he consecrated Aaron and his garments and his sons and their garments. {31} Moses then said to Aaron and his sons, "Cook the meat at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting and eat it there with the bread from the basket of ordination offerings, as I commanded, saying, 'Aaron and his sons are to eat it.' {32} Then burn up the rest of the meat and the bread. {33} Do not leave the entrance to the Tent of Meeting for seven days, until the days of your ordination are completed, for your ordination will last seven days. {34} What has been done today was commanded by the LORD to make atonement for you. {35} You must stay at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting day and night for seven days and do what the LORD requires, so you will not die; for that is what I have been commanded." {36} So Aaron and his sons did everything the LORD commanded through Moses.

(Lev 9 NIV)  On the eighth day Moses summoned Aaron and his sons and the elders of Israel. {2} He

Bob Pace
(Exo 28 NIV)  "Have Aaron your brother brought to you from among the Israelites, along with his sons Nadab and Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar, so they may serve me as priests. {2} Make sacred garments for your brother Aaron, to give him dignity and honor. {3} Tell all the skilled men to whom I have given wisdom in such matters that they are to make garments for Aaron, for his consecration, so he may serve me as priest. {4} These are the garments they are to make: a breastpiece, an ephod, a robe, a woven tunic, a turban and a sash. They are to make these sacred garments for your brother Aaron and his sons, so they may serve me as priests. {5} Have them use gold, and blue, purple and scarlet yarn, and fine linen. {6} "Make the ephod of gold, and of blue, purple and scarlet yarn, and of finely twisted linen--the work of a skilled craftsman. {7} It is to have two shoulder pieces attached to two of its corners, so it can be fastened. {8} Its skillfully woven waistband is to be like it--of one piece with the ephod and made with gold, and with blue, purple and scarlet yarn, and with finely twisted linen. {9} "Take two onyx stones and engrave on them the names of the sons of Israel {10} in the order of their birth--six names on one stone and the remaining six on the other. {11} Engrave the names of the sons of Israel on the two stones the way a gem cutter engraves a seal. Then mount the stones in gold filigree settings {12} and fasten them on the shoulder pieces of the ephod as memorial stones for the sons of Israel. Aaron is to bear the names on his shoulders as a memorial before the LORD. {13} Make gold filigree settings {14} and two braided chains of pure gold, like a rope, and attach the chains to the settings. {15} "Fashion a breastpiece for making decisions--the work of a skilled craftsman. Make it like the ephod: of gold, and of blue, purple and scarlet yarn, and of finely twisted linen. {16} It is to be square--a span long and a span wide--and folded double. {17} Then mount four rows of precious stones on it. In the first row there shall be a ruby, a topaz and a beryl; {18} in the second row a turquoise, a sapphire and an emerald; {19} in the third row a jacinth, an agate and an amethyst; {20} in the fourth row a chrysolite, an onyx and a jasper. Mount them in gold filigree settings. {21} There are to be twelve stones, one for each of the names of the sons of Israel, each engraved like a seal with the name of one of the twelve tribes. {22} "For the breastpiece make braided chains of pure gold, like a rope. {23} Make two gold rings for it and fasten them to two corners of the breastpiece. {24} Fasten the two gold chains to the rings at the corners of the breastpiece, {25} and the other ends of the chains to the two settings, attaching them to the shoulder pieces of the ephod at the front. {26} Make two gold rings and attach them to the other two corners of the breastpiece on the inside edge next to the ephod. {27} Make two more gold rings and attach them to the bottom of the shoulder pieces on the front of the ephod, close to the seam just above the waistband of the ephod. {28} The rings of the breastpiece are to be tied to the rings of the ephod with blue cord, connecting it to the waistband, so that the breastpiece will not swing out from the ephod. {29} "Whenever Aaron enters the Holy Place, he will bear the names of the sons of Israel over his heart on the breastpiece of decision as a continuing memorial before the LORD. {30} Also put the Urim and the Thummim in the breastpiece, so they may be over Aaron's heart whenever he enters the presence of the LORD. Thus Aaron will always bear the means of making decisions for the Israelites over his heart before the LORD. {31} "Make the robe of the ephod entirely of blue cloth, {32} with an opening for the head in its center. There shall be a woven edge like a collar around this opening, so that it will not tear. {33} Make pomegranates of blue, purple and scarlet yarn around the hem of the robe, with gold bells between them. {34} The gold bells and the pomegranates are to alternate around the hem of the robe. {35} Aaron must wear it when he ministers. The sound of the bells will be heard when he enters the Holy Place before the LORD and when he comes out, so that he will not die. {36} "Make a plate of pure gold and engrave on it as on a seal: HOLY TO THE LORD. {37} Fasten a blue cord to it to attach it to the turban; it is to be on the front of the turban. {38} It will be on Aaron's forehead, and he will bear the guilt involved in the sacred gifts the Israelites consecrate, whatever their gifts may be. It will be on Aaron's forehead continually so that they will be acceptable to the LORD. {39} "Weave the tunic of fine linen and make the turban of fine linen. The sash is to be the work of an embroiderer. {40} Make tunics, sashes and headbands for Aaron's sons, to give them dignity and honor. {41} After you put these clothes on your brother Aaron and his sons, anoint a
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The death of Moses

 Location -- Mt. Nebo

Moab

Mt. Nebo (4,000 ft.)

God was present with Moses at the time of his death
The death of Moses is marked by tragic loneliness, yet graced with God's presence.
Because of Moses' sin (Num. 20), God denied Moses the privilege of entering the
Promised Land. Deuteronomy 34 reports the death scene. Central to the report is the
presence of God with Moses at the time of his death. Moses left his people to climb
another mountain. Atop that mountain, away from the people whom he served so long,
Moses died. God attended this servant at his death. Indeed, God buried him. Only God
knows where the burial place is.

Bob Pace
(Num 20 NIV)  In the first month the whole Israelite community arrived at the Desert of Zin, and they stayed at Kadesh. There Miriam died and was buried. {2} Now there was no water for the community, and the people gathered in opposition to Moses and Aaron. {3} They quarreled with Moses and said, "If only we had died when our brothers fell dead before the LORD! {4} Why did you bring the Lord's community into this desert, that we and our livestock should die here? {5} Why did you bring us up out of Egypt to this terrible place? It has no grain or figs, grapevines or pomegranates. And there is no water to drink!" {6} Moses and Aaron went from the assembly to the entrance to the Tent of Meeting and fell facedown, and the glory of the LORD appeared to them. {7} The LORD said to Moses, {8} "Take the staff, and you and your brother Aaron gather the assembly together. Speak to that rock before their eyes and it will pour out its water. You will bring water out of the rock for the community so they and their livestock can drink." {9} So Moses took the staff from the Lord's presence, just as he commanded him. {10} He and Aaron gathered the assembly together in front of the rock and Moses said to them, "Listen, you rebels, must we bring you water out of this rock?" {11} Then Moses raised his arm and struck the rock twice with his staff. Water gushed out, and the community and their livestock drank. {12} But the LORD said to Moses and Aaron, "Because you did not trust in me enough to honor me as holy in the sight of the Israelites, you will not bring this community into the land I give them." {13} These were the waters of Meribah, where the Israelites quarreled with the LORD and where he showed himself holy among them. {14} Moses sent messengers from Kadesh to the king of Edom, saying: "This is what your brother Israel says: You know about all the hardships that have come upon us. {15} Our forefathers went down into Egypt, and we lived there many years. The Egyptians mistreated us and our fathers, {16} but when we cried out to the LORD, he heard our cry and sent an angel and brought us out of Egypt. "Now we are here at Kadesh, a town on the edge of your territory. {17} Please let us pass through your country. We will not go through any field or vineyard, or drink water from any well. We will travel along the king's highway and not turn to the right or to the left until we have passed through your territory." {18} But Edom answered: "You may not pass through here; if you try, we will march out and attack you with the sword." {19} The Israelites replied: "We will go along the main road, and if we or our livestock drink any of your water, we will pay for it. We only want to pass through on foot--nothing else." {20} Again they answered: "You may not pass through." Then Edom came out against them with a large and powerful army. {21} Since Edom refused to let them go through their territory, Israel turned away from them. {22} The whole Israelite community set out from Kadesh and came to Mount Hor. {23} At Mount Hor, near the border of Edom, the LORD said to Moses and Aaron, {24} "Aaron will be gathered to his people. He will not enter the land I give the Israelites, because both of you rebelled against my command at the waters of Meribah. {25} Get Aaron and his son Eleazar and take them up Mount Hor. {26} Remove Aaron's garments and put them on his son Eleazar, for Aaron will be gathered to his people; he will die there." {27} Moses did as the LORD commanded: They went up Mount Hor in the sight of the whole community. {28} Moses removed Aaron's garments and put them on his son Eleazar. And Aaron died there on top of the mountain. Then Moses and Eleazar came down from the mountain, {29} and when the whole community learned that Aaron had died, the entire house of Israel mourned for him thirty days.



Bob Pace
(Deu 34 NIV)  Then Moses climbed Mount Nebo from the plains of Moab to the top of Pisgah, across from Jericho. There the LORD showed him the whole land--from Gilead to Dan, {2} all of Naphtali, the territory of Ephraim and Manasseh, all the land of Judah as far as the western sea, {3} the Negev and the whole region from the Valley of Jericho, the City of Palms, as far as Zoar. {4} Then the LORD said to him, "This is the land I promised on oath to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob when I said, 'I will give it to your descendants.' I have let you see it with your eyes, but you will not cross over into it." {5} And Moses the servant of the LORD died there in Moab, as the LORD had said. {6} He buried him in Moab, in the valley opposite Beth Peor, but to this day no one knows where his grave is. {7} Moses was a hundred and twenty years old when he died, yet his eyes were not weak nor his strength gone. {8} The Israelites grieved for Moses in the plains of Moab thirty days, until the time of weeping and mourning was over. {9} Now Joshua son of Nun was filled with the spirit of wisdom because Moses had laid his hands on him. So the Israelites listened to him and did what the LORD had commanded Moses. {10} Since then, no prophet has risen in Israel like Moses, whom the LORD knew face to face, {11} who did all those miraculous signs and wonders the LORD sent him to do in Egypt--to Pharaoh and to all his officials and to his whole land. {12} For no one has ever shown the mighty power or performed the awesome deeds that Moses did in the sight of all Israel.
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