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Exodus
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400 year Oppression %

The artistic narrative begins in Exodus 1, not with data about Moses, but with an
account of events in Egypt that affected Moses' people. Since the Israelites had grown
to be alarge people, the Egyptian Pharaoh feared their power. To control them, he
launched an official policy of oppression against them.

Moses life began under the Pharoah's judgment of death.

When the oppression failed to curb the popul ation growth of the Israglites, the Pharoah
announced a new policy for limiting that growth. "Every boy that is born to the
Hebrews you shall throw into the Nile, but you shall let every girl live" (Ex. 1:22,
NRSV). The very next line announces the birth of Moses.
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(Exo 1 NIV)  These are the names of the sons of Israel who went to Egypt with Jacob, each with his family: {2} Reuben, Simeon, Levi and Judah; {3} Issachar, Zebulun and Benjamin; {4} Dan and Naphtali; Gad and Asher. {5} The descendants of Jacob numbered seventy in all; Joseph was already in Egypt. {6} Now Joseph and all his brothers and all that generation died, {7} but the Israelites were fruitful and multiplied greatly and became exceedingly numerous, so that the land was filled with them. {8} Then a new king, who did not know about Joseph, came to power in Egypt. {9} "Look," he said to his people, "the Israelites have become much too numerous for us. {10} Come, we must deal shrewdly with them or they will become even more numerous and, if war breaks out, will join our enemies, fight against us and leave the country." {11} So they put slave masters over them to oppress them with forced labor, and they built Pithom and Rameses as store cities for Pharaoh. {12} But the more they were oppressed, the more they multiplied and spread; so the Egyptians came to dread the Israelites {13} and worked them ruthlessly. {14} They made their lives bitter with hard labor in brick and mortar and with all kinds of work in the fields; in all their hard labor the Egyptians used them ruthlessly. {15} The king of Egypt said to the Hebrew midwives, whose names were Shiphrah and Puah, {16} "When you help the Hebrew women in childbirth and observe them on the delivery stool, if it is a boy, kill him; but if it is a girl, let her live." {17} The midwives, however, feared God and did not do what the king of Egypt had told them to do; they let the boys live. {18} Then the king of Egypt summoned the midwives and asked them, "Why have you done this? Why have you let the boys live?" {19} The midwives answered Pharaoh, "Hebrew women are not like Egyptian women; they are vigorous and give birth before the midwives arrive." {20} So God was kind to the midwives and the people increased and became even more numerous. {21} And because the midwives feared God, he gave them families of their own. {22} Then Pharaoh gave this order to all his people: "Every boy that is born you must throw into the Nile, but let every girl live."
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M oses' Birth
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Moses’ Ark

The mother, however, acted to protect the baby M oses from the Pharaoh's death
decree. When the baby could no longer be hidden, the mother constructed an ark, a
basket of bulrushes made waterproof with bitumen and pitch. She placed the child in
the basket and the basket in theriver. A sister (Miriam?) stood watch over the basket
to know what might happen. She witnessed an apparently terrible twist of fate,
however, when the Pharaoh's own daughter came to the river. She found the ark,
opened it, and recognized the child as a Hebrew.

Pharoah’s daughter disobeys her father

Rather than killing the child as her father had commanded, however, the woman
showed compassion on the child, made the proper preparations, and, with the help of
the baby's sister, established a procedure for adopting the baby as her own child.

Moses’ mother became his wetnurse

Asapart of that process, the princess committed the child to a wet nurse suggested by
the girl watching the ark. Of course, the wet nurse was the child's own mother.
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(Exo 2 NIV)  Now a man of the house of Levi married a Levite woman, {2} and she became pregnant and gave birth to a son. When she saw that he was a fine child, she hid him for three months. {3} But when she could hide him no longer, she got a papyrus basket for him and coated it with tar and pitch. Then she placed the child in it and put it among the reeds along the bank of the Nile. {4} His sister stood at a distance to see what would happen to him. {5} Then Pharaoh's daughter went down to the Nile to bathe, and her attendants were walking along the river bank. She saw the basket among the reeds and sent her slave girl to get it. {6} She opened it and saw the baby. He was crying, and she felt sorry for him. "This is one of the Hebrew babies," she said. {7} Then his sister asked Pharaoh's daughter, "Shall I go and get one of the Hebrew women to nurse the baby for you?" {8} "Yes, go," she answered. And the girl went and got the baby's mother. {9} Pharaoh's daughter said to her, "Take this baby and nurse him for me, and I will pay you." So the woman took the baby and nursed him. {10} When the child grew older, she took him to Pharaoh's daughter and he became her son. She named him Moses, saying, "I drew him out of the water." {11} One day, after Moses had grown up, he went out to where his own people were and watched them at their hard labor. He saw an Egyptian beating a Hebrew, one of his own people. {12} Glancing this way and that and seeing no one, he killed the Egyptian and hid him in the sand. {13} The next day he went out and saw two Hebrews fighting. He asked the one in the wrong, "Why are you hitting your fellow Hebrew?" {14} The man said, "Who made you ruler and judge over us? Are you thinking of killing me as you killed the Egyptian?" Then Moses was afraid and thought, "What I did must have become known." {15} When Pharaoh heard of this, he tried to kill Moses, but Moses fled from Pharaoh and went to live in Midian, where he sat down by a well. {16} Now a priest of Midian had seven daughters, and they came to draw water and fill the troughs to water their father's flock. {17} Some shepherds came along and drove them away, but Moses got up and came to their rescue and watered their flock. {18} When the girls returned to Reuel their father, he asked them, "Why have you returned so early today?" {19} They answered, "An Egyptian rescued us from the shepherds. He even drew water for us and watered the flock." {20} "And where is he?" he asked his daughters. "Why did you leave him? Invite him to have something to eat." {21} Moses agreed to stay with the man, who gave his daughter Zipporah to Moses in marriage. {22} Zipporah gave birth to a son, and Moses named him Gershom, saying, "I have become an alien in a foreign land." {23} During that long period, the king of Egypt died. The Israelites groaned in their slavery and cried out, and their cry for help because of their slavery went up to God. {24} God heard their groaning and he remembered his covenant with Abraham, with Isaac and with Jacob. {25} So God looked on the Israelites and was concerned about them.
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Moses Adoption
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After the baby had been weaned, the mother delivered the child to the princess. As a
part of the adoption procedure, the princess named the child Moses. The young hero
grew to maturity in the palace of the king who had sought to kill him.
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He went out to his people
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The mature Moses kills an Egyptian

The mature M oses became concerned about the oppression of his people. The
storyteller emphasized the identity between the oppressed people and Moses. "He went
out to his people..., and he saw an Egyptian beating a Hebrew, one of his kinsfolk"
(Ex. 2:11 NRSV, author'sitalics). Moses responded to the particular act of oppression
against his people by killing the Egyptian.
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To Midian

Location -- Midian
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M oses

Closer Look at Midian

Moses flees to Midian

In the wake of his violent act against the Egyptian taskmaster, M oses fled from Egypt
and from his own people to the land of Midian.

Moses intervenes again

Again heintervened in the face of oppression, inviting danger and risk. Sitting at a
well, the typical meeting place for the culture (see also Gen. 29:2), M oses witnessed
the violent aggression of male shepherds against femal e shepherds who had already
drawn water for their sheep. Moses saved the oppressed shepherds, whose father, the
priest of Midian, invited him to live and work under the protection of the Midianite's
hospitality. Eventually one of the Midianite's daughters became Moses wife. In the
idyllic peace of the Midianite's hospitality, Moses took care of Jethro's sheep, fathered
achild, and lived at a distance from his own people.
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M oses

Burning Bush catches M oses’ attention

Location -- Burning Bush in Midian

Moses Meets God, the | Am

The event at the burning bush while Moses worked as a shepherd introduced him to
the critical character of his heroic work. The burning bush caught Moses' attention.
There Moses met the God of the fathers who offered Moses a distinctive name as the
essential key for Moses authority--"I am who | am." This strange formulation played
on God's promise to Moses to be present with him in his special commission.
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Special commission

Location -- Back to Egypt and Goshen
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God sent M oses back to the Pharaoh

To secure the release of his people from their oppression.

The divine speech of commission has a double character. (1) Asthe heroic leader of
Israel, he would initiate events that would lead to Israel's Exodus from Egypt. (2) As
the man of God, he would represent God in delivering the people from their Egyptian
dlavery. With the authority of that double commission, Moses returned to the Pharaoh
to negotiate the freedom of his people.
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M oses failsto win release

Location -- Goshen in Egypt
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The negotiation narratives depict Moses, the hero, in one scene of failure after
the other.

M oses posed his demands to the Pharaoh, announced a sign that undergirded the
demand, secured some concession from the Pharaoh on the basis of the negotiations,
but failed to win the release of the people.

Thefinal sceneis hardly a new stage in the negotiations. To the contrary, God killed
the firstborn of every Egyptian family, passing over the Israelite families. In the agony
of this death scene, the Egyptians drove the Israelites out of Egypt (Ex. 12:30-36).

Behind this dominant scene of violence and death lies a different interpretation of the
Exodus event.
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Power ful Egypt is Despoiled
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Plan for Escape includes robbing the most powerful nation of their time.

The Pharaoh closed negotiations with Moses by refusing permission for the Israelites
to leave in accordance with Moses' proposition (10:28). In the wake of thisfailure,

M oses returned to the people with a plan for escaping Egypt without the knowledge of
the Pharaoh. The people borrowed silver, gold, and clothing from the Egyptiansin
preparation for the event. When they escaped, they took the silver, gold, and clothing
with them. They despoiled the Egyptians, a sign of victory over the Egyptians. Thusin
leaving Egypt, Israel robbed the most powerful nation of their time of its firstborn sons
and of its wealth.
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M oses

Trapped at the Red Sea

Location -- Red Sea, Wilderness
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Trapped at the Red Sea

M oses led the people into the wilderness, where the pursuing Egyptians trapped the
Israelites at the Red Sea. God who had promised divine presence for the people
defeated the enemy at the Sea. The God proved His presence with His people.
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