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Jerusalem, Jordan River, Dead Sea, Sea of Galilee,

Galilee

Dead Sea

Jordan River

Jerusalem
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Mediteranean Sea

Mediteranean Sea
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Fertile Crescent

Fertile Crescent
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Caanan -- West of Jordan River

Caanan
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Messopotamia and Ephrates River

Messopotamia
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Egypt

Egypt
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Ethiopia

Ethiopia

Nile Cataracts (waterfalls)

Desert



Important Bible Locations
(More than one major event)

4/11/97   7:22 PM
Page 8

Amorites
A people who occupied part of the Promised Land and often fought Israel. Their history goes back
before 2000 B.C.

They occupied Babylonia for 400 years -- King Hammurabi
They took control of the administration of Babylonia for approximately 400 years (2000-1595), their
most influential king being Hammurabi (1792-1750).
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Amorites in Babylon

Descended into Caanan and settled in the Hill country
Their descent to Canaan may be traced back to 2100-1800 when their settlement in the hill country
helped to set the stage for the revelation of God through Israel.
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Amorites in Canaan

Mamre the Amorite
 Abraham assisted Mamre the Amorite in recovering his land from four powerful kings (Gen. 14), but
later the Amorites were a formidable obstacle to the Israelites' conquest and settlement of Canaan.
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Hills on both sides of the Jordan
They preferred living in the hills and valleys that flank both sides of the Jordan River.

Victory over Sihon and Og east of the Jordan, where Gad, Ruben, and
Manasseh settled
Sihon and Og, two Amorite kings, resisted the Israelites' march to Canaan as they approached east of
the Jordan (Nu. 21:21-35); but after the Israelite victory here, Gad, Reuben and half of Manasseh
settled in the conquered area. These two early victories over the Amorites foreshadowed continued
success against other Amorites to the west and were often remembered in both history (e.g., Deut. 3:8;
Josh. 12:2; Judg. 11:19) and poetry (Num. 21:27-30; Ps. 135:10-12; 136:17-22).

Also lived in the hills with Hittites and Jebusites
West of the Jordan, the Amorites lived in the hills along with the Hivites, Hittites, and Jebusites (Num.
13:29; Josh. 11:3);

Amorites sometimes a general term for all inhabitants of Canaan
but specific identification of Amorite cities cannot be certain since the term "Amorite" is used often as
a very general name for all the inhabitants of Canaan, as is "Canaanite" (e.g. Gen. 15:16; Josh. 24:15;
Judg. 6:10; 1 Kings 21:26).

Such as southern alliance defeated by stones from heaven
Five city-states in south Canaan formed an alliance instigated by the king of Jerusalem (Jebus,
Jebusites) and intimidated an ally of Joshua, i.e. Gibeon. These "Amorites," as they are called in the
general sense, were defeated by Joshua's army and the Lord's "stones from heaven" (Josh. 10:1-27).

And northern alliance which repelled Israelites
Amorites also were among those in the north who unsuccessfully united to repel the Israelites (Josh.
11:1-15).

And western alliance which hindered tribe of Dan
Later, two other Amorite cities, Aijalon and Shaalbim, hindered the settlement of Dan near the
Philistine border (Judg. 1:34-36).

Amorite idolatry
    Amorite culture laid at the root of Jerusalem's decadence, according to Ezekiel (Ezek. 16:3,45); and
Amorite idolatry tainted the religion of the Northern and Southern Kingdoms (1 Kings 21:26; 2 Kings
21:11). Despite the Amorite resistance and poor influence, they were subjugated as slaves (Judg. 1:35;
1 Kings 9:20,21; 2 Chron. 8:7,8). Their past hindrance is a subject of derision for the prophet Amos
(Amos 2:9,10). See also Canaanites; Jebusites; Babylon; Syria; Sihon.

Daniel C. Fredericks

Roy L. Honeycutt
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Assyria

Assyria
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Bashan

Gilead Jabbok River
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Gilead
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Bethel

Bethel
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Cities: Babylon, Bethel, Bethlehem, Damascus,

Babylon

Bethel

Damascas (120 miles NE) 

Bethlehem (5 miles south)

Gibeon, Gilgal, Hebron, Lachish, & Shiloh.
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Chaldea

Chaldea
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Eden

Eden

Tigres

Ephrates

Pishon?

Gihon?
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Edom

Edom
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Gilead
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Havilah

Red Sea

Asshur
Assyria

Shur

Havilah

From Shur toward Asshur
Ishmael's Twelve Tribes 
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Hamath

Hamath
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Hebron

Hebron
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Hermon

Mt.
Hermon
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Hill Country

Hill Country
Western Foothills
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Hittites and Hivites

Hittites
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Jerusalem or Zion

JerusalemZion
Mt.
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Judea

Judea
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Kadesh

Kadesh
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Lebanon

Lebanon
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Megiddo

Megiddo Pass
Samaria

Megiddo

Bob Pace
MEGIDDO (Mih gihd' doh) Place name perhaps meaning, "place of troops." One of the most strategic cities of Canaan since it guarded the main pass through the Carmel mountain range. This range was an obstacle along the international coastal highway which connected Egypt with Mesopotamia and even further destinations. Identified with current tell el-Mutesellim, Megiddo had approximately twenty-five different eras of occupation during its life from the fourth millenium to the time of the Persian Empire. The city was very active while under Egyptian authority from the time of the patriarchs through to the judges (2000-1100 B.C.), but this golden age came to an end about 1125 B.C. when it was destroyed. 
    The city was allotted to Manasseh (Josh. 17:11; 1 Chron. 7:29) after the partial conquest of Joshua (Josh. 12:21), but neither it nor its surrounding villages were secured by the tribe. Due to its obvious strength, it was among many cities whose overthrow was delayed until later (Judg. 1:27). Deborah and Barak fought the Canaanites and their leaders King Jabin and Sisera near the "waters of Megiddo," possibly the wadi Qina running through the surrounding hills (Judg. 5:19). 
    When Megiddo was finally annexed to the nation Israel is not known. Probably by the time of David the city was serving Israel's defensive and security purposes. Certainly by the time of Solomon the city was firmly Israelite, since he fortified the city (1 Kings 9:15), including his mighty six chambered gate which followed the pattern of his other two key fortress cities of Hazor and Gezer. 
    Megiddo was under the jurisdiction of Solomon's deputy, Baana (1 Kings 4:12). Buildings of current controversy have been excavated and explained variously as Solomon's or Ahab's stables, or storehouses where animals were loaded and unloaded. 
    During the divided monarchy, Megiddo's authority changed from Egyptian to Israelite to Assyrian. Five years into Jeroboam I's reign, (about 920 B.C.), Pharoah Shishak burst into both Israel and Judah, taking control of the coastal highway including Megiddo. However, the Egyptian grip was not long lasting. Later, the city was the place of death for the Judean king, Ahaziah, who was killed at the command of Jehu while fleeing from the scene of Jehoram's assassination (843 B.C., 2 Kings 9:27). Over a century later, the conquering Tiglath-pileser III chose Megiddo to be the seat of the Magidu administrative district in the Assyrian Empire (733 B.C.). 
    After about 650 B.C. the city was no longer strongly fortified; however, it was still strategically important. Josiah attempted to head off Pharoah Neco II as he advanced along the coastal plain on his way to Carchemish (609 B.C.), but Josiah's attack ended when Neco II's archers fatally wounded him (2 Kings 23:29-30; 2 Chron. 35:22-24). 
    After returning from Exile, Zechariah prophesied that the mourning for the false deities of Hadad and Rimmon (Hadad-rimmon) that took place in the plain below Megiddon (Megiddo) would be matched by Israel's mourning for its smitten Lord (Zech. 12:11). 
    Finally, in the New Testament, the Mount of Megiddo (har-Megiddon thus "Armageddon") will be where the kings of the world are gathered for that final battle in the last day of the Lord. Where Israel was initially frustrated during their conquest of Canaan is exactly where they will be victorious with Christ in the end (Rev 16:16). 

Daniel C. Fredericks  
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Midian

Midian - is 

Northwestern

Arabia
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Closer Look at Midian

Media

Bob Pace
MIDIAN, MIDIANITES (Mihd' ih uhn, Mihd' ih uhn ites). Personal and clan name meaning, "strife" 
    Midian was the son of Abraham by his concubine Keturah (Gen. 25:2). Abraham sent him and his brothers away to the east, leading to the assocation of the Midianites with the "children of the east" (Judg. 6:3). Midianites took Joseph to Egypt (Gen. 37:28,36). Since the caravan in the passage is described as Ishmaelite, it is possible that these two groups descended from Abraham had become interrelated. The Old Testament mentions the Midianites in widely scattered geographical locations, but their main homeland seems to be east of the Jordan and south of Edom. Later historians locate the land of Midian in northwestern Arabia east of the Gulf of Aqabah. The people of Israel had both good and bad relationships with the Midianites. When Moses fled from Pharaoh, he went east to Midian (Ex. 2:15). Here he met Jethro (also called Reuel), the priest of Midian, and married his daughter. During the wandering in the wilderness, Reuel's father-in-law Hobab served as a guide for the Israelites (Num. 10:29-32). The Midianites are associated with the Moabites in seducing Israel into immorality and pagan worship at Baal-peor (Num. 25:1-18). For this reason God commanded Moses to execute a war of vengeance against them (Num. 31:3; compare Josh. 13:21). In the time of the judges the Midianites along with the Amalekites began to raid Israel using camels to strike swiftly over great distances. Gideon drove them out and killed their leaders (Judg. 6-8). They never again threatened Israel; but Midian did harbor Solomon's enemy Hadad (1 Kings 11:18). 
    See Amalekites; Baal-peor; Gideon; Ishmaelites; Jethro; Kenites. 

Ricky L. Johnson  


Bob Pace
MEDES, MEDIA (Meedes, Mee' dih uh) The region south and southwest of the Caspian Sea in the Zagros Mountains inhabited by the Medes, an Aryan people from north and west of the Caspian Sea. It is north of Elam and west of Assyria. The traditional capital of the region was Ecbatana. 
    Before 1500 B.C. the region was part of the Mitanni kingdom. Later the Elamites controlled the region and its nomadic inhabitants. The people known as the Medes entered the area over a long period between 1400 and 1000 B.C. 
    The Medes were first reported in history by the Assyrian Shalmaneser III about 850 B.C. They were a group of nomadic tribes rather than a state or kingdom. The Assyrians controlled them or sought to for more than 200 years, though the Medes enjoyed some periods of freedom before the Scythians conquered them in 653 B.C.. Sometime before this, Deioces were united and organized the Medes. Despite the the Scythians' invasion, the Medes continued to develop as a kingdom. 
    The greatest Median king was Cyaxares (625-585 B.C.). He was the third ruler of the united Medes and was able to defeat the Scythians. Afterwards, Cyaxares turned his attention to the Assyrians, attacking Nineveh, the Assyrian capital. Before Nineveh fell in 612 B.C., Cyaxares conquered Asshur, the ancient center of the Assyrian Empire. Then, with the aid of the Scythians and Babylonians and others, Nineveh was taken. The end of the Assyrian Empire was near. 
    Babylon and Media divided the Assyrian Empire with Media taking the land east and north of the Tigris River. Nebuchadnezzar II and Cyaxares' grandaughter wed to seal the pact. The Medes turned their attention to the north and toward Asia Minor. After a five-year war with Lydia, Cyaxares concluded a peace in 584 B.C., again sealing it with a marriage. His son Astyages married the daughter of the Lydian king. Astyages became king of the Medes when Cyaxares died. 
    The end of the Median kingdom came with the rise of Cyrus II, founder of the Persian Empire. Cyrus was king of Anshan and a vassal to Astyages. Indeed, Cyrus' mother was Astyages' daughter. About 550 B.C., encouraged by Babylon, Cyrus rebelled against the Medes. His rebellion led to the defeat of Astyages. The kingdom of the Medes was replaced by the kingdom of the Persians. See Persia; Cyrus. 
    Though conquered by the Persians, the Medes continued to hold a place of honor in the Persian Empire. Media was the second-most important portion of the Empire after Persia itself. Biblical references frequently combine "the Medes and the Persians" (Dan. 5:28; compare Esth. 1:19; 10:2). The kings of the Persian Empire are called "the kings of Media and Persia" (Dan. 8:20). The most famous Mede in Scripture is Darius the Mede (Dan. 5:31; 9:1). See Darius. Media is sometimes referred to as the instrument of God, especially against Babylon (Isa. 13:17; 21:2; Jer. 51:11,28); but the Medes also had to drink the cup of God's judgment (Jer. 25:25). Their final appearance in Scripture is the presence of Jews or Jewish converts from there at Pentecost (Acts. 2:9). 
    See Babylonia; Elam; Assyria. 

Albert F. Bean  
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Moab

Moab
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Northern Kingdom
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Persia

Persia
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Philistia or Philistines

Gaza
Gath

Ekron
Ashdod
Ashkelon

Philistia
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Red Sea

Red Sea

Bob Pace
RED SEA (REED SEA) Body of water God dried up in the Exodus. Red Sea is a common translation of two Hebrew words yam suph. Yam means "sea," but suph does not normally mean "red." Suph often means "reeds" (Ex. 2:3,5; Isa. 19:6) or "end," "hinder part" (Joel 2:20; 2 Chron. 20:16; Eccl. 3:11). Yam suph could be translated "Sea of Reeds" or "Sea at the end of the world." The earliest known translation of the Hebrew Bible (the Greek Septuagint about 200 B.C.) translated yam suph consistently with Erthra Thalassa "Red Sea." Jerome continued the process in the Latin Vulgate (A.D. 400) by using Mare Rubrum "Red Sea" for yam suph. Most English translations have followed the Vulgate and use "Red Sea" in the text with a footnote indicating the literal translation is "Reed Sea." TEV uses various terms to translate yam suph: "Gulf of Suez (Ex. 10:19); "Red Sea" (see footnote on Ex. 13:18); and "Gulf of Aqaba (1 Kings 9:26). 
    We do not know who first suggested the translation "Reed Sea." In the eleventh century the French Jewish scholar Rashi spoke of yam suph in terms of a marsh overgrown with weeds. In the twelfth century Ibn Ezra, a Spanish Jew, commented that yam suph in Exodus 13:18 may be so named because reeds grow around it. Martin Luther translated yam suph as Schilfmeer: "Reed Sea." Although the name "Reed Sea" has been widely accepted by many scholars, there have been many recent attempts to prove the term "Sea of Reeds" is not a legitimate reading for yam suph.  
    The Old Testament uses the term yam suph to refer to more than one location. In Exodus 10:19 it refers to the Gulf of Suez as the place where the locusts were driven and destroyed. In 1 Kings 9:26 it refers to the Gulf of Aqaba where the ships of Solomon's navy were stationed. The same location may be indicated in Jeremiah 49:21 where the cries of Edom could be heard. The "Way of the (yam suph) Red Sea" is part of the name of a highway out of Egypt (Ex. 13:18; Num. 14:45; 21:4; Deut. 1:40; 2:1; Judg. 11:16). The "Red Sea" was the name of a camp along the way from Egypt (Num. 33:10,11). Yam suph marked the ideal southern border of Israel (Ex. 23:31), but the most significant reference of "Red Sea" in the Old Testament was to the place where God delivered Israel from Pharaoh's army (Ex. 15:4,22; Num. 21:14; Duet. 11:4; Josh. 2:10; 4:23; 24:6; Neh. 9:9; Ps. 106:7,9-11,22; 136:13-15). 
    No one knows the exact location of the place where Israel crossed the "Red Sea" on their way out of Egypt. Four primary theories have been suggested as to the place of the actual crossing of the isthmus of Suez: (1) the northern edge of the Gulf of Suez; (2) a site in the center of the isthmus near Lake Timsah; (3) a site at the northern edge of the isthmus and the southern edge of Lake Menzaleh; and (4) across a narrow stretch of sandy land which separates Lake Sirbonis from the Mediterranean Sea. Although no one knows the exact site of the crossing, the weight of the biblical evidence is on the side of suggested site number two. See Exodus Event. 

Ralph L. Smith  
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Samaria

Samaria

Bob Pace
SAMARIA, SAMARITANS (suh may' rih uh, suh mehr' ih tuhn) Place name of mountain, city, and region meaning, "mountain of watching," and the residents thereof. Forty-two miles north of Jerusalem and nine miles northwest of Nablus, a hill protrudes from the broad valley which cuts across the central highlands of Israel. There lie ruins of ancient Samaria near a small village called Sebastiya. Samaria was the capital, residence, and burial place of the kings of Israel (1 Kings 16:23-28; 22:37; 2 Kings 6:24-30). Following the Northern Kingdom's fall to Assyria (721 B.C.), exiles from many nations settled Samaria (Ezra 4:9-10). Later, the Greeks conquered the region (331 B.C.) and hellenized the area with Greek inhabitants and culture. Then the Hasmoneans, under John Hyrcanus, destroyed the city (119 B.C.). After a long period without inhabitants, Samaria lived again under Pompey and the Romans (63 B.C.). Finally, Herod the Great obtained control of Samaria in 30 B.C. and made it one of the chief cities of his territory. Again, the city was resettled with people from distant places, this time mercenaries from Europe. Herod renamed the city Sebaste, using the Greek word for Augustus, the emperor. When the Jews revolted in 66 A.D., the Romans reconquered the city and destroyed it. The Romans later rebuilt Samaria, but the city never regained the prestige it once had. 
    Samaria is the only major city founded by Israel, the Northern Kingdom. Omri, the sixth king of Israel (885-874 B.C.), purchased the hill of Samaria for his royal residence. Shechem had been the capital of the Northern Kingdom until Jeroboam relocated it at Tirzah. 
    When Ahab, Omri's son, became king of Israel, he built an ivory palace at Samaria. Amos denounced him for doing this (Amos 6:1,4; 1 Kings 22:39). Jezebel influenced Ahab, her husband, to make the city the center for Baal worship (1 Kings 16:29-33). Jezebel also had many prophets of Yahweh killed in Samaria (1 Kings 18:2-4). 
    On two occasions, Benhadad, the king of Syria, besieged the city of Samaria; but both times he was unsuccessful (1 Kings 20; 2 Kings 6). Naaman, a Syrian leper, had come to Samaria to be healed by Elisha a short time prior to Ben hadad's attack (2 Kings 5). 
    Here Elijah destroyed the messengers of King Ahaziah, who were seeking the consultation of Baalzebub. He, likewise, prophesied of King Ahaziah's death (2 Kings 1). Later, Jehu killed Ahab's seventy sons in Samaria (2 Kings 10). Finally, Samaria fell to Assyria in 721 B.C. after a three years' siege (2 Kings 17:5, 18:9-12). See Assyria. This destruction came after many prophecies concerning its sins and many warnings about its doom (Isa. 8:4; 9:8-14; 10:9; 28:1-13; 36:19; Jer. 23:13; Ezek. 23:1-4; Hos. 7; 13:16; Amos 3:12; Mic. 1:6). 
    While the term Samaria was first identified with the city founded by Omri, it soon became associated with the entire region surrounding the city, the tribal territory of Manasseh and Ephraim. Finally, the name Samaria became synonymous with the entire Northern Kingdom (1 Kings 13:32; Jer. 31:5). After the Assyrian conquest, Samaria began to shrink in size. By New Testament times, it became identified with the central region of Palestine, with Galilee to the north and Judea to the south. 
    The name Samaritans originally was identified with the Israelites of the Northern Kingdom (2 Kings 17:29). When the Assyrians conquered Israel and exiled 27,290 Israelites, a "remnant of Israel" remained in the land. Assyrian captives from distant places also settled there (2 Kings 17:24). This led to the intermarriage of some, though not all, Jews with Gentiles and to widespread worship of foreign gods. By the time the Jews returned to Jerusalem to rebuild the Temple and the walls of Jerusalem, Ezra and Nehemiah refused to let the Samaritans share in the experience (Ezra 4:1-3; Neh. 4:7). The old antagonism between Israel to the north and Judah to the south intensified the quarrel. 
    The Jewish inhabitants of Samaria identified Mount Gerizim as the chosen place of God and the only center of worship, calling it the "navel of the earth" because of a tradition that Adam sacrificed there. Their scriptures were limited to the Pentateuch, the first five books of the Bible. Moses was regarded as the only prophet and intercessor in the final judgment. They also believed that 6,000 years after creation, a Restorer would arise and would live on earth for 110 years. On the Judgment Day, the righteous would be resurrected in paradise and the wicked roasted in eternal fire. 
    In the days of Christ, the relationship between the Jews and the Samaritans was greatly strained (Luke 9:52-54; 10:25-37; 17:11-19; John 8:48). The animosity was so great that the Jews bypassed Samaria as they traveled between Galilee and Judea. They went an extra distance through the barren land of Perea on the eastern side of the Jordan to avoid going through Samaria. Yet Jesus rebuked His disciples for
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Seir

Seir mountain range
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Shechem/ Shiloh

Shechem
Shiloh
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Shinar - Messopotamia

Shinar (Messopotamia)
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Shittim

Shittim (Moab)
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Sin - Wilderness of Sin

Wilderness of Sin

Red Sea

bpace
Typewritten Text

bpace
Typewritten Text

bpace
Typewritten Text

bpace
Typewritten Text
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Soddom and Gomorrah

Soddom & Gomorrah?
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Syria

Syria
Damascus
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Shiloh

Shiloh (30 Miles North)
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Sidon and Tyre

Tyre
Sidon
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