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Joseph Taken to Egypt

Location -- To Egypt from Shechem

Egypt

Nile River

Shechem

Joseph was taken to Egypt where he became a trusted slave in the house of
Potiphar, an official of the pharaoh.
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Favorite of Jacob -- coat of many colors

Location -- Hebron and Shechem

Hebron (Mamre)

Shechem

Joseph the favorite = Coat of Many Colors = Envy = Sale
As the child of Jacob's old age and Rachel's son, Joseph became the favorite and was
given the famous "coat of many colors" (Gen. 37:3; "long robe with sleeves," NRSV,
NEB; "richly ornamented robe" NIV) by his father. This and dreams which showed his
rule over his family inspired the envy of his brothers, who sold Joseph to a caravan of
Ishmaelites (Gen. 37).

Sheep near Shechem
Jacob lived in the land his father Isaac had stayed, the land of Caanan. His sons
grazed his sheep near Shechem. Jacob sent Joseph from the valley of Hebron to
Shechem where his brothers were grazing sheep.
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Joseph Thrown in prison --  interpreted dreams

Location -- Egypt

Egypt

Nile River

Prison Dreams
On false accusations of Potiphar's wife, Joseph was thrown in the royal prison, where
he interpreted the dreams of two officials who had offended the pharaoh (Gen. 39-40).
Eventually Joseph was brought to interpret some worrisome dreams for the pharaoh.

Bob Pace
(Gen 39 NIV)  Now Joseph had been taken down to Egypt. Potiphar, an Egyptian who was one of Pharaoh's officials, the captain of the guard, bought him from the Ishmaelites who had taken him there. {2} The LORD was with Joseph and he prospered, and he lived in the house of his Egyptian master. {3} When his master saw that the LORD was with him and that the LORD gave him success in everything he did, {4} Joseph found favor in his eyes and became his attendant. Potiphar put him in charge of his household, and he entrusted to his care everything he owned. {5} From the time he put him in charge of his household and of all that he owned, the LORD blessed the household of the Egyptian because of Joseph. The blessing of the LORD was on everything Potiphar had, both in the house and in the field. {6} So he left in Joseph's care everything he had; with Joseph in charge, he did not concern himself with anything except the food he ate. Now Joseph was well-built and handsome, {7} and after a while his master's wife took notice of Joseph and said, "Come to bed with me!" {8} But he refused. "With me in charge," he told her, "my master does not concern himself with anything in the house; everything he owns he has entrusted to my care. {9} No one is greater in this house than I am. My master has withheld nothing from me except you, because you are his wife. How then could I do such a wicked thing and sin against God?" {10} And though she spoke to Joseph day after day, he refused to go to bed with her or even be with her. {11} One day he went into the house to attend to his duties, and none of the household servants was inside. {12} She caught him by his cloak and said, "Come to bed with me!" But he left his cloak in her hand and ran out of the house. {13} When she saw that he had left his cloak in her hand and had run out of the house, {14} she called her household servants. "Look," she said to them, "this Hebrew has been brought to us to make sport of us! He came in here to sleep with me, but I screamed. {15} When he heard me scream for help, he left his cloak beside me and ran out of the house." {16} She kept his cloak beside her until his master came home. {17} Then she told him this story: "That Hebrew slave you brought us came to me to make sport of me. {18} But as soon as I screamed for help, he left his cloak beside me and ran out of the house." {19} When his master heard the story his wife told him, saying, "This is how your slave treated me," he burned with anger. {20} Joseph's master took him and put him in prison, the place where the king's prisoners were confined. But while Joseph was there in the prison, {21} the LORD was with him; he showed him kindness and granted him favor in the eyes of the prison warden. {22} So the warden put Joseph in charge of all those held in the prison, and he was made responsible for all that was done there. {23} The warden paid no attention to anything under Joseph's care, because the LORD was with Joseph and gave him success in whatever he did.

(Gen 40 NIV)  Some time later, the cupbearer and the baker of the king of Egypt offended their master, the king of Egypt. {2} Pharaoh was angry with his two officials, the chief cupbearer and the chief baker, {3} and put them in custody in the house of the captain of the guard, in the same prison where Joseph was confined. {4} The captain of the guard assigned them to Joseph, and he attended them. After they had been in custody for some time, {5} each of the two men--the cupbearer and the baker of the king of Egypt, who were being held in prison--had a dream the same night, and each dream had a meaning of its own. {6} When Joseph came to them the next morning, he saw that they were dejected. {7} So he asked Pharaoh's officials who were in custody with him in his master's house, "Why are your faces so sad today?" {8} "We both had dreams," they answered, "but there is no one to interpret them." Then Joseph said to them, "Do not interpretations belong to God? Tell me your dreams." {9} So the chief cupbearer told Joseph his dream. He said to him, "In my dream I saw a vine in front of me, {10} and on the vine were three branches. As soon as it budded, it blossomed, and its clusters ripened into grapes. {11} Pharaoh's cup was in my hand, and I took the grapes, squeezed them into Pharaoh's cup and put the cup in his hand." {12} "This is what it means," Joseph said to him. "The three branches are three days. {13} Within three days Pharaoh will lift up your head and restore you to your position, and you will put Pharaoh's cup in his hand, just as you used to do when you were his cupbearer. {14} But when all goes well with you, remember me and show me kindness; mention me to Pharaoh and get me out of this prison. {15} For I was forcibly carried off from the land of the Hebrews, and even here I have done nothing to deserve being put in a dungeon." {16} When the chief baker saw that Joseph had given a favorable interpretation, he said to Joseph, "I t
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Joseph predicted years of plenty, years of famine, and recommended a program

Location -- Egypt

Egypt

Nile River

Joseph predicted seven years of plenty followed by seven years of famine and
recommended a program of preparation by storing grain.
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Joseph Put in command of Egypt

Location -- Egypt

Egypt

Nile River

Pharaoh responded by making Joseph his second in command (Gen. 41:39-45).

Bob Pace
(Gen 41:39-45 NIV)  Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, "Since God has made all this known to you, there is no one so discerning and wise as you. {40} You shall be in charge of my palace, and all my people are to submit to your orders. Only with respect to the throne will I be greater than you." {41} So Pharaoh said to Joseph, "I hereby put you in charge of the whole land of Egypt." {42} Then Pharaoh took his signet ring from his finger and put it on Joseph's finger. He dressed him in robes of fine linen and put a gold chain around his neck. {43} He had him ride in a chariot as his second-in-command, and men shouted before him, "Make way!" Thus he put him in charge of the whole land of Egypt. {44} Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, "I am Pharaoh, but without your word no one will lift hand or foot in all Egypt." {45} Pharaoh gave Joseph the name Zaphenath-Paneah and gave him Asenath daughter of Potiphera, priest of On, to be his wife. And Joseph went throughout the land of Egypt.





Joseph

11/27/96

Page 7

Joseph’s family comes to Egypt

Location -- To Egypt from Hebron

Egypt

Nile River

Hebron

Joseph’s Brothers come to Egypt
With the famine, persons from other countries came to Egypt to buy food, including
Joseph's brothers. They did not recognize him, but Joseph saw the fulfillment of his
earlier dreams in which his brothers bowed down to him. After testing their character
in various ways, Joseph revealed himself to them on their second visit (Gen. 42-45).

Jacob moved to Egypt
Under Joseph's patronage, Jacob moved into Egypt (Gen. 46:1-47:12).

Bob Pace
(Gen 42 NIV)  When Jacob learned that there was grain in Egypt, he said to his sons, "Why do you just keep looking at each other?" {2} He continued, "I have heard that there is grain in Egypt. Go down there and buy some for us, so that we may live and not die." {3} Then ten of Joseph's brothers went down to buy grain from Egypt. {4} But Jacob did not send Benjamin, Joseph's brother, with the others, because he was afraid that harm might come to him. {5} So Israel's sons were among those who went to buy grain, for the famine was in the land of Canaan also. {6} Now Joseph was the governor of the land, the one who sold grain to all its people. So when Joseph's brothers arrived, they bowed down to him with their faces to the ground. {7} As soon as Joseph saw his brothers, he recognized them, but he pretended to be a stranger and spoke harshly to them. "Where do you come from?" he asked. "From the land of Canaan," they replied, "to buy food." {8} Although Joseph recognized his brothers, they did not recognize him. {9} Then he remembered his dreams about them and said to them, "You are spies! You have come to see where our land is unprotected." {10} "No, my lord," they answered. "Your servants have come to buy food. {11} We are all the sons of one man. Your servants are honest men, not spies." {12} "No!" he said to them. "You have come to see where our land is unprotected." {13} But they replied, "Your servants were twelve brothers, the sons of one man, who lives in the land of Canaan. The youngest is now with our father, and one is no more." {14} Joseph said to them, "It is just as I told you: You are spies! {15} And this is how you will be tested: As surely as Pharaoh lives, you will not leave this place unless your youngest brother comes here. {16} Send one of your number to get your brother; the rest of you will be kept in prison, so that your words may be tested to see if you are telling the truth. If you are not, then as surely as Pharaoh lives, you are spies!" {17} And he put them all in custody for three days. {18} On the third day, Joseph said to them, "Do this and you will live, for I fear God: {19} If you are honest men, let one of your brothers stay here in prison, while the rest of you go and take grain back for your starving households. {20} But you must bring your youngest brother to me, so that your words may be verified and that you may not die." This they proceeded to do. {21} They said to one another, "Surely we are being punished because of our brother. We saw how distressed he was when he pleaded with us for his life, but we would not listen; that's why this distress has come upon us." {22} Reuben replied, "Didn't I tell you not to sin against the boy? But you wouldn't listen! Now we must give an accounting for his blood." {23} They did not realize that Joseph could understand them, since he was using an interpreter. {24} He turned away from them and began to weep, but then turned back and spoke to them again. He had Simeon taken from them and bound before their eyes. {25} Joseph gave orders to fill their bags with grain, to put each man's silver back in his sack, and to give them provisions for their journey. After this was done for them, {26} they loaded their grain on their donkeys and left. {27} At the place where they stopped for the night one of them opened his sack to get feed for his donkey, and he saw his silver in the mouth of his sack. {28} "My silver has been returned," he said to his brothers. "Here it is in my sack." Their hearts sank and they turned to each other trembling and said, "What is this that God has done to us?" {29} When they came to their father Jacob in the land of Canaan, they told him all that had happened to them. They said, {30} "The man who is lord over the land spoke harshly to us and treated us as though we were spying on the land. {31} But we said to him, 'We are honest men; we are not spies. {32} We were twelve brothers, sons of one father. One is no more, and the youngest is now with our father in Canaan.' {33} "Then the man who is lord over the land said to us, 'This is how I will know whether you are honest men: Leave one of your brothers here with me, and take food for your starving households and go. {34} But bring your youngest brother to me so I will know that you are not spies but honest men. Then I will give your brother back to you, and you can trade in the land.'" {35} As they were emptying their sacks, there in each man's sack was his pouch of silver! When they and their father saw the money pouches, they were frightened. {36} Their father Jacob said to them, "You have deprived me of my children. Joseph is no more and Simeon is no more, and now you want to take Benjamin. Everything is against me!" {37} Then Reuben said to his father, "You may put both of my sons to death if I do not bring him back to you. Entrust him to my care, and I will bring him back." {38} But Jacob said, "My son will not go down there with you; his brother is dead and he 

Bob Pace
(Gen 46 NIV)  So Israel set out with all that was his, and when he reached Beersheba, he offered sacrifices to the God of his father Isaac. {2} And God spoke to Israel in a vision at night and said, "Jacob! Jacob!" "Here I am," he replied. {3} "I am God, the God of your father," he said. "Do not be afraid to go down to Egypt, for I will make you into a great nation there. {4} I will go down to Egypt with you, and I will surely bring you back again. And Joseph's own hand will close your eyes." {5} Then Jacob left Beersheba, and Israel's sons took their father Jacob and their children and their wives in the carts that Pharaoh had sent to transport him. {6} They also took with them their livestock and the possessions they had acquired in Canaan, and Jacob and all his offspring went to Egypt. {7} He took with him to Egypt his sons and grandsons and his daughters and granddaughters--all his offspring. {8} These are the names of the sons of Israel (Jacob and his descendants) who went to Egypt: Reuben the firstborn of Jacob. {9} The sons of Reuben: Hanoch, Pallu, Hezron and Carmi. {10} The sons of Simeon: Jemuel, Jamin, Ohad, Jakin, Zohar and Shaul the son of a Canaanite woman. {11} The sons of Levi: Gershon, Kohath and Merari. {12} The sons of Judah: Er, Onan, Shelah, Perez and Zerah (but Er and Onan had died in the land of Canaan). The sons of Perez: Hezron and Hamul. {13} The sons of Issachar: Tola, Puah, Jashub and Shimron. {14} The sons of Zebulun: Sered, Elon and Jahleel. {15} These were the sons Leah bore to Jacob in Paddan Aram, besides his daughter Dinah. These sons and daughters of his were thirty-three in all. {16} The sons of Gad: Zephon, Haggi, Shuni, Ezbon, Eri, Arodi and Areli. {17} The sons of Asher: Imnah, Ishvah, Ishvi and Beriah. Their sister was Serah. The sons of Beriah: Heber and Malkiel. {18} These were the children born to Jacob by Zilpah, whom Laban had given to his daughter Leah--sixteen in all. {19} The sons of Jacob's wife Rachel: Joseph and Benjamin. {20} In Egypt, Manasseh and Ephraim were born to Joseph by Asenath daughter of Potiphera, priest of On. {21} The sons of Benjamin: Bela, Beker, Ashbel, Gera, Naaman, Ehi, Rosh, Muppim, Huppim and Ard. {22} These were the sons of Rachel who were born to Jacob--fourteen in all. {23} The son of Dan: Hushim. {24} The sons of Naphtali: Jahziel, Guni, Jezer and Shillem. {25} These were the sons born to Jacob by Bilhah, whom Laban had given to his daughter Rachel--seven in all. {26} All those who went to Egypt with Jacob--those who were his direct descendants, not counting his sons' wives--numbered sixty-six persons. {27} With the two sons who had been born to Joseph in Egypt, the members of Jacob's family, which went to Egypt, were seventy in all. {28} Now Jacob sent Judah ahead of him to Joseph to get directions to Goshen. When they arrived in the region of Goshen, {29} Joseph had his chariot made ready and went to Goshen to meet his father Israel. As soon as Joseph appeared before him, he threw his arms around his father and wept for a long time. {30} Israel said to Joseph, "Now I am ready to die, since I have seen for myself that you are still alive." {31} Then Joseph said to his brothers and to his father's household, "I will go up and speak to Pharaoh and will say to him, 'My brothers and my father's household, who were living in the land of Canaan, have come to me. {32} The men are shepherds; they tend livestock, and they have brought along their flocks and herds and everything they own.' {33} When Pharaoh calls you in and asks, 'What is your occupation?' {34} you should answer, 'Your servants have tended livestock from our boyhood on, just as our fathers did.' Then you will be allowed to settle in the region of Goshen, for all shepherds are detestable to the Egyptians."

(Gen 47:1-12 NIV)  Joseph went and told Pharaoh, "My father and brothers, with their flocks and herds and everything they own, have come from the land of Canaan and are now in Goshen." {2} He chose five of his brothers and presented them before Pharaoh. {3} Pharaoh asked the brothers, "What is your occupation?" "Your servants are shepherds," they replied to Pharaoh, "just as our fathers were." {4} They also said to him, "We have come to live here awhile, because the famine is severe in Canaan and your servants' flocks have no pasture. So now, please let your servants settle in Goshen." {5} Pharaoh said to Joseph, "Your father and your brothers have come to you, {6} and the land of Egypt is before you; settle your father and your brothers in the best part of the land. Let them live in Goshen. And if you know of any among them with special ability, put them in charge of my own livestock." {7} Then Joseph brought his father Jacob in and presented him before Pharaoh. After Jacob blessed Pharaoh, {8} Pharaoh asked him, "How old are you?" {9} And Jacob said to Pharaoh, "The years of my pilgrimage are a hundred and thirty. My years have been few and difficult, and they do not 
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