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JACOB/ ISRAEL
The 13 Dots of History, The Movement of God In History, The Lord of History
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Jacob bargained for Esau’s birthright.

Location -- Beer LahaiRoi

Negeb Beer LahaiRoi

Hebron

Living up to his name, Jacob bargained for Esau's birthright. See Birthright. Parental
partiality fostered continuing hostility between Esau, the hunter beloved of his father,
and Jacob, the quiet, settled, integrated person favored by his mother. The tensions
between brothers seemed to threaten the fulfillment of the divine promise.
Esau's thoughtlessness lost him his birthright and allowed Jacob to have material
superiority. Nevertheless, Isaac intended to bestow the blessing of the firstborn upon
Esau. The oracle Rebekah received (25:23) probably encouraged her to counter Isaac's
will and to gain the blessing for her favorite son by fraud. The blessing apparently
conveyed the status of head of family apart from the status of heir. To his crass lies
and deception, Jacob even approached blasphemy, using God's name to bolster his
cause, "Because the Lord your God granted me success" (27:20 NRSV). The father's
blindness deepened the pathos. The blind father pronounced the blessing he could
never recall. Jacob became the bearer of God's promises and the inheritor of Canaan.
Esau, too, received a blessing, but a lesser one. He must serve Jacob and live in the
less fertile land of Edom, but his day would come (27:40). The split between brothers
became permanent. Rebekah had to arrange for Jacob to flee to her home in Paddan-
aram to escape Esau's wrath (27:46-28:1).
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Stairway to Heaven Vision

Location -- Bethel

Babylon

Bethel
Jerusalem

Damascas (120 miles NE) 

Hebron

At age 40, Jacob fled his home to begin his life as an individual. Suddenly, a lonely
night in Bethel, interrupted by a vision from God, brought reality home. Life had to
include wrestling with God and assuming responsibility as the heir of God's promises
to Abraham (28:10-22). Jacob made an oath, binding himself to God. Here is the
center of Jacob's story; all else must be read in light of the Bethel experience.
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Laban tricks Jacob

Location -- Aram, Haran

Aram (Syria)

Damascus120 Miles NE

Haran400 Miles NE

In Aram with his mother's family, the deceiver Jacob met deception. Laban tricked
him into marrying poor Leah, the elder daughter, before he got his beloved Rachel, the
younger. Fourteen years he labored for his wives (29:1-30). Six more years of labor let
Jacob return the deception and gain wealth at the expense of his father-in-law, who
continued his deception, changing Jacob's wages ten times (31:7,41) Amid the family
infighting, both men prospered financially, and Jacob's family grew. Eventually he had
twelve children from four women (29:31-30:24).
Intense bargaining ensued when Jacob told Laban he wanted to follow God's call and
return to the land of his birth. Supported by his wives, who claimed their father had
cheated them of their dowry (31:15), Jacob departed while Laban and his sons were
away in the hills shearing sheep. Starting two days later, Laban and his sons could not
overtake Jacob until they reached Gilead, 400 miles from Haran.
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Covenant with Laban

Location -- Galeed, Mizpah, (Gilead and Moab), north of the Jabbok River

Gilead
Jabbok River

Gilead

Laban complained that he had not had an opportunity to bid farewell to his daughters
with the accustomed feast. More importantly, he wanted to recover his stolen gods
(31:30,32). These gods were small metal or terra-cotta figures of deities. See
Teraphim. Without the images, his family lost the magical protection which he thought
the gods provided from demons and disasters. Since no fault could be found in Jacob's
conduct in Haran, all Laban could do was to suggest a covenant of friendship. Laban
proposed the terms as (1) never ill-treating his daughters, (2) never marrying any other
women, and (3) establishing the site of the covenant as a boundary neither would cross
with evil intent. Jacob was now head of his own household. He was ready to climb to a
higher plane of spiritual experience.
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Jacob meets Esau, wrestles with God

Location -- Mahanaim, crossing Jabbok river, Peniel, hill country of Gilead

Gilead
Peniel & hill country

Gilead of Gilead

Mahanaim
1/2 mi south of Peniel

As Jacob approached the Promised Land, a band of angels met him at Mahanaim
(32:1-2).
They probably symbolized God's protection and encouragement as he headed
southward to meet Esau for the first time in twenty years. Esau's seemingly hostile
advance prompted a call for clear evidence of God's guarding. Shrewdly, Jacob sent an
enormous gift to his brother and divided his retinue into two groups. Each group was
large enough to defend itself or to escape if the other was attacked. To his scheme
Jacob added prayer. He realized that it was ultimately God with whom he must deal.

When all had crossed the Jabbok River, Jacob met One who wrestled with him until
daybreak (ch. 32).
The two struggled without one gaining advantage, until the Opponent dislocated
Jacob's hip. Jacob refused to release his Antagonist. Clinging to Him, he demanded a
blessing. This would not be given until Jacob said his name. By telling it, Jacob
acknowledged his defeat and admitted his character. The Opponent emphasized His
superiority by renaming the patriarch. He became Israel, the one on whose behalf God
strives. He named the place Peniel (face of God), because he had seen God face to face
and his life had been spared (32:30).

Bob Pace
(Gen 33 NIV)  Jacob looked up and there was Esau, coming with his four hundred men; so he divided the children among Leah, Rachel and the two maidservants. {2} He put the maidservants and their children in front, Leah and her children next, and Rachel and Joseph in the rear. {3} He himself went on ahead and bowed down to the ground seven times as he approached his brother. {4} But Esau ran to meet Jacob and embraced him; he threw his arms around his neck and kissed him. And they wept. {5} Then Esau looked up and saw the women and children. "Who are these with you?" he asked. Jacob answered, "They are the children God has graciously given your servant." {6} Then the maidservants and their children approached and bowed down. {7} Next, Leah and her children came and bowed down. Last of all came Joseph and Rachel, and they too bowed down. {8} Esau asked, "What do you mean by all these droves I met?" "To find favor in your eyes, my lord," he said. {9} But Esau said, "I already have plenty, my brother. Keep what you have for yourself." {10} "No, please!" said Jacob. "If I have found favor in your eyes, accept this gift from me. For to see your face is like seeing the face of God, now that you have received me favorably. {11} Please accept the present that was brought to you, for God has been gracious to me and I have all I need." And because Jacob insisted, Esau accepted it. {12} Then Esau said, "Let us be on our way; I'll accompany you." {13} But Jacob said to him, "My lord knows that the children are tender and that I must care for the ewes and cows that are nursing their young. If they are driven hard just one day, all the animals will die. {14} So let my lord go on ahead of his servant, while I move along slowly at the pace of the droves before me and that of the children, until I come to my lord in Seir." {15} Esau said, "Then let me leave some of my men with you." "But why do that?" Jacob asked. "Just let me find favor in the eyes of my lord." {16} So that day Esau started on his way back to Seir. {17} Jacob, however, went to Succoth, where he built a place for himself and made shelters for his livestock. That is why the place is called Succoth. {18} After Jacob came from Paddan Aram, he arrived safely at the city of Shechem in Canaan and camped within sight of the city. {19} For a hundred pieces of silver, he bought from the sons of Hamor, the father of Shechem, the plot of ground where he pitched his tent. {20} There he set up an altar and called it El Elohe Israel.
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Jacob moves to  Shechem, builds an altar to God

Location -- Shechem

Shechem

Seir & Edom

Peniel 

Jacob's fear of meeting Esau proved groundless.
Seemingly, Esau was content to forget the wrongs of the past and to share his life. As
two contrary natures are unlikely to live long in harmony, Jacob chose the better
course turning westward to the Promised Land.

Esau headed to Seir to become the father of the Edomites.
The twins did not meet again until their father's death (35:27-29).

www.teamswin.net/BibleStrategy/9_PDFs/SHECHEM.PDF
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Dinah raped, Jacob’s son’s trick the Shechemites

Shechem
Succoth

From Succoth, Jacob traveled to Shechem,
where he built an altar to God.

The son of the city ruler raped Jacob's daughter, Dinah.
Jacob's sons demanded that the Shechemites be circumcised before any intermarriages
were permitted. The leading citizens followed the king in the request. They hoped to
absorb the Hebrews' wealth and property into their own. While the men of Shechem
were recovering from surgery and unable to defend themselves, Simeon and Levi
killed them to avenge their sister. Jacob condemned their actions, but had to leave
Shechem.

Bob Pace
(Gen 34 NIV)  Now Dinah, the daughter Leah had borne to Jacob, went out to visit the women of the land. {2} When Shechem son of Hamor the Hivite, the ruler of that area, saw her, he took her and violated her. {3} His heart was drawn to Dinah daughter of Jacob, and he loved the girl and spoke tenderly to her. {4} And Shechem said to his father Hamor, "Get me this girl as my wife." {5} When Jacob heard that his daughter Dinah had been defiled, his sons were in the fields with his livestock; so he kept quiet about it until they came home. {6} Then Shechem's father Hamor went out to talk with Jacob. {7} Now Jacob's sons had come in from the fields as soon as they heard what had happened. They were filled with grief and fury, because Shechem had done a disgraceful thing in Israel by lying with Jacob's daughter--a thing that should not be done. {8} But Hamor said to them, "My son Shechem has his heart set on your daughter. Please give her to him as his wife. {9} Intermarry with us; give us your daughters and take our daughters for yourselves. {10} You can settle among us; the land is open to you. Live in it, trade in it, and acquire property in it." {11} Then Shechem said to Dinah's father and brothers, "Let me find favor in your eyes, and I will give you whatever you ask. {12} Make the price for the bride and the gift I am to bring as great as you like, and I'll pay whatever you ask me. Only give me the girl as my wife." {13} Because their sister Dinah had been defiled, Jacob's sons replied deceitfully as they spoke to Shechem and his father Hamor. {14} They said to them, "We can't do such a thing; we can't give our sister to a man who is not circumcised. That would be a disgrace to us. {15} We will give our consent to you on one condition only: that you become like us by circumcising all your males. {16} Then we will give you our daughters and take your daughters for ourselves. We'll settle among you and become one people with you. {17} But if you will not agree to be circumcised, we'll take our sister and go." {18} Their proposal seemed good to Hamor and his son Shechem. {19} The young man, who was the most honored of all his father's household, lost no time in doing what they said, because he was delighted with Jacob's daughter. {20} So Hamor and his son Shechem went to the gate of their city to speak to their fellow townsmen. {21} "These men are friendly toward us," they said. "Let them live in our land and trade in it; the land has plenty of room for them. We can marry their daughters and they can marry ours. {22} But the men will consent to live with us as one people only on the condition that our males be circumcised, as they themselves are. {23} Won't their livestock, their property and all their other animals become ours? So let us give our consent to them, and they will settle among us." {24} All the men who went out of the city gate agreed with Hamor and his son Shechem, and every male in the city was circumcised. {25} Three days later, while all of them were still in pain, two of Jacob's sons, Simeon and Levi, Dinah's brothers, took their swords and attacked the unsuspecting city, killing every male. {26} They put Hamor and his son Shechem to the sword and took Dinah from Shechem's house and left. {27} The sons of Jacob came upon the dead bodies and looted the city where their sister had been defiled. {28} They seized their flocks and herds and donkeys and everything else of theirs in the city and out in the fields. {29} They carried off all their wealth and all their women and children, taking as plunder everything in the houses. {30} Then Jacob said to Simeon and Levi, "You have brought trouble on me by making me a stench to the Canaanites and Perizzites, the people living in this land. We are few in number, and if they join forces against me and attack me, I and my household will be destroyed." {31} But they replied, "Should he have treated our sister like a prostitute?"
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Jacob returns to Bethel

Location -- Bethel

Bethel
Jerusalem

Damascas (120 miles NE) 

Hebron

Shechem

From Shechem, he returned to Bethel.
Once again he received the patriarchal promises.
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Losses and grief characterized this period.

Locations -- Ephrath near Bethel, Hebron

Ephratah near Bethel

(120 miles NE) 

Hebron

Shechem

The death of his mother's nurse (35:8; 24:59) was followed by the death of his beloved
wife Rachel while giving birth to Benjamin at Ephrath (35:19; 48:7). About the same
time Reuben forfeited the honor of being the eldest son by sexual misconduct (35:22).
Finally, the death of Jacob's father, who had been robbed of companionship with both
sons, brought Jacob and Esau together again at the family burial site in Hebron.
Although Chapters 37-50 revolve around Joseph, Jacob is still the central figure. The
self-willed older sons come and go at his bidding.

Bob Pace
(Gen 35 NIV)  Then God said to Jacob, "Go up to Bethel and settle there, and build an altar there to God, who appeared to you when you were fleeing from your brother Esau." {2} So Jacob said to his household and to all who were with him, "Get rid of the foreign gods you have with you, and purify yourselves and change your clothes. {3} Then come, let us go up to Bethel, where I will build an altar to God, who answered me in the day of my distress and who has been with me wherever I have gone." {4} So they gave Jacob all the foreign gods they had and the rings in their ears, and Jacob buried them under the oak at Shechem. {5} Then they set out, and the terror of God fell upon the towns all around them so that no one pursued them. {6} Jacob and all the people with him came to Luz (that is, Bethel) in the land of Canaan. {7} There he built an altar, and he called the place El Bethel, because it was there that God revealed himself to him when he was fleeing from his brother. {8} Now Deborah, Rebekah's nurse, died and was buried under the oak below Bethel. So it was named Allon Bacuth. {9} After Jacob returned from Paddan Aram, God appeared to him again and blessed him. {10} God said to him, "Your name is Jacob, but you will no longer be called Jacob; your name will be Israel." So he named him Israel. {11} And God said to him, "I am God Almighty; be fruitful and increase in number. A nation and a community of nations will come from you, and kings will come from your body. {12} The land I gave to Abraham and Isaac I also give to you, and I will give this land to your descendants after you." {13} Then God went up from him at the place where he had talked with him. {14} Jacob set up a stone pillar at the place where God had talked with him, and he poured out a drink offering on it; he also poured oil on it. {15} Jacob called the place where God had talked with him Bethel. {16} Then they moved on from Bethel. While they were still some distance from Ephrath, Rachel began to give birth and had great difficulty. {17} And as she was having great difficulty in childbirth, the midwife said to her, "Don't be afraid, for you have another son." {18} As she breathed her last--for she was dying--she named her son Ben-Oni. But his father named him Benjamin. {19} So Rachel died and was buried on the way to Ephrath (that is, Bethlehem). {20} Over her tomb Jacob set up a pillar, and to this day that pillar marks Rachel's tomb. {21} Israel moved on again and pitched his tent beyond Migdal Eder. {22} While Israel was living in that region, Reuben went in and slept with his father's concubine Bilhah, and Israel heard of it. Jacob had twelve sons: {23} The sons of Leah: Reuben the firstborn of Jacob, Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar and Zebulun. {24} The sons of Rachel: Joseph and Benjamin. {25} The sons of Rachel's maidservant Bilhah: Dan and Naphtali. {26} The sons of Leah's maidservant Zilpah: Gad and Asher. These were the sons of Jacob, who were born to him in Paddan Aram. {27} Jacob came home to his father Isaac in Mamre, near Kiriath Arba (that is, Hebron), where Abraham and Isaac had stayed. {28} Isaac lived a hundred and eighty years. {29} Then he breathed his last and died and was gathered to his people, old and full of years. And his sons Esau and Jacob buried him.

(Gen 36 NIV)  This is the account of Esau (that is, Edom). {2} Esau took his wives from the women of Canaan: Adah daughter of Elon the Hittite, and Oholibamah daughter of Anah and granddaughter of Zibeon the Hivite-- {3} also Basemath daughter of Ishmael and sister of Nebaioth. {4} Adah bore Eliphaz to Esau, Basemath bore Reuel, {5} and Oholibamah bore Jeush, Jalam and Korah. These were the sons of Esau, who were born to him in Canaan. {6} Esau took his wives and sons and daughters and all the members of his household, as well as his livestock and all his other animals and all the goods he had acquired in Canaan, and moved to a land some distance from his brother Jacob. {7} Their possessions were too great for them to remain together; the land where they were staying could not support them both because of their livestock. {8} So Esau (that is, Edom) settled in the hill country of Seir. {9} This is the account of Esau the father of the Edomites in the hill country of Seir. {10} These are the names of Esau's sons: Eliphaz, the son of Esau's wife Adah, and Reuel, the son of Esau's wife Basemath. {11} The sons of Eliphaz: Teman, Omar, Zepho, Gatam and Kenaz. {12} Esau's son Eliphaz also had a concubine named Timna, who bore him Amalek. These were grandsons of Esau's wife Adah. {13} The sons of Reuel: Nahath, Zerah, Shammah and Mizzah. These were grandsons of Esau's wife Basemath. {14} The sons of Esau's wife Oholibamah daughter of Anah and granddaughter of Zibeon, whom she bore to Esau: Jeush, Jalam and Korah. {15} These were the chiefs among Esau's descendants: The sons of Eliphaz the firstborn of Esau: Chiefs Teman, Omar, Zepho, Kenaz, {16} Korah, Gatam and Amalek. 
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Descent to Egypt

Location -- Bethel, Hebron, Beer-sheba, Goshen Egypt

Egypt

Nile River

Bethel

Hebron
Goshen

Beer - Sheba in the center of the Negeb

When severe famine gripped Canaan, Jacob and his sons set out for Egypt.
At Beer-sheba Jacob received further assurance of God's favor (46:1-4). Jacob dwelt in
the land of Goshen until his death.

Jacob bestowed the blessing not only upon his favorite son Joseph, but also upon
Joseph's two oldest sons, Ephraim and Manasseh.
He was finally laid to rest at Hebron in the cave Abraham had purchased (50:12-14).

(Gen 48 NIV)  Some time later Joseph was told, "Your father is ill." So he took his two sons Manasseh and Ephraim along with him. {2} When Jacob was told, "Your son Joseph has come to you," Israel rallied his strength and sat up on the bed. {3} Jacob said to Joseph, "God Almighty appeared to me at Luz in the land of Canaan, and there he blessed me {4} and said to me, 'I am going to make you fruitful and will increase your numbers. I will make you a community of peoples, and I will give this land as an everlasting possession to your descendants after you.' {5} "Now then, your two sons born to you in Egypt before I came to you here will be reckoned as mine; Ephraim and Manasseh will be mine, just as Reuben and Simeon are mine. {6} Any children born to you after them will be yours; in the territory they inherit they will be reckoned under the names of their brothers. {7} As I was returning from Paddan, to my sorrow Rachel died in the land of Canaan while we were still on the way, a little distance from Ephrath. So I buried her there beside the road to Ephrath" (that is, Bethlehem). {8} When Israel saw the sons of Joseph, he asked, "Who are these?" {9} "They are the sons God has given me here," Joseph said to his father. Then Israel said, "Bring them to me so I may bless them." {10} Now Israel's eyes were failing because of old age, and he could hardly see. So Joseph brought his sons close to him, and his father kissed them and embraced them. {11} Israel said to Joseph, "I never expected to see your face again, and now God has allowed me to see your children too." {12} Then Joseph removed them from Israel's knees and bowed down with his face to the ground. {13} And Joseph took both of them, Ephraim on his right toward Israel's left hand and Manasseh on his left toward Israel's right hand, and brought them close to him. {14} But Israel reached out his right hand and put it on Ephraim's head, though he was the younger, and crossing his arms, he put his left hand on Manasseh's head, even though Manasseh was the firstborn. {15} Then he blessed Joseph and said, "May the God before whom my fathers Abraham and Isaac walked, the God who has been my shepherd all my life to this day, {16} the Angel who has delivered me from all harm --may he bless these boys. May they be called by my name and the names of my fathers Abraham and Isaac, and may they increase greatly upon the earth." {17} When Joseph saw his father placing his right hand on Ephraim's head he was displeased; so he took hold of his father's hand to move it from Ephraim's head to Manasseh's head. {18} Joseph said to him, "No, my father, this one is the firstborn; put your right hand on his head." {19} But his father refused and said, "I know, my son, I know. He too will become a people, and he too will become great. Nevertheless, his younger brother will be greater than he, and his descendants will become a group of nations." {20} He blessed them that day and said, "In your name will Israel pronounce this blessing: 'May God make you like Ephraim and Manasseh.'" So he put Ephraim ahead of Manasseh. {21} Then Israel said to Joseph, "I am about to die, but God will be with you and take you back to the land of your fathers. {22} And to you, as one who is over your brothers, I give the ridge of land I took from the Amorites with my sword and my bow."
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Four New Testament passages recall events in his life.
The woman at the well in Sychar declared to Jesus that Jacob provided the well (John
4:12).

Ephratah near Bethel

(120 miles NE) 

Hebron

Shechem or Sychar and Jacob's Well

Stephen mentioned the famine and Jacob's journey to Egypt in the course of his
defense before the Sanhedrin (Acts 7:8-16).
Paul presented Jacob as an example of the sovereign choice of God and of the
predestination of the elect (Rom. 9:10-13).
The writer of Hebrews held up Jacob as one of the examples of active faith (Heb.
11:9,20-22).
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Jacob’s Character

Persistent faith in God
Throughout the narrative a persistent faith in the God of the fathers shines through.

His life, like that of all Israelites, was a checkered history of rebellion and flight.

 Jacob's life was a story of conflict.
He always seemed to be running from someone or something--

from Esau,

from Laban, or

from famine in Canaan.

Jacob is no ideal.
Jacob's better nature struggled with his sinful self. What raised Jacob above himself
was his reverent, indestructible longing for the salvation of his God.

Jacob's Religion
As the religion of Israel and thus the roots of Christianity claim to derive from the
patriarchs, it is necessary to attempt to understand Jacob's spiritual life. See God of the
Fathers.

Jacob's religion was consistent with the beliefs and practices of his fathers.
He received instruction from Isaac concerning the history of Abraham, covenant, and
the great promises. Jacob encountered God at Bethel at the moment of greatest need in
his life. He was fleeing from home to distant unknown relatives. A secondhand
religion would not do. Jacob's dream was his firsthand encounter with God. The
threefold promise of land, descendants, and a blessing to all nations were personalized
for him. Jacob saw in the vision the majesty and glory of God. At Bethel Jacob
worshiped God and vowed to take Yahweh as his God.

 At Peniel, Jacob wrestled face-to-face with God.
He saw how weak he was before God. It taught him the value of continued prayer
from one who is helpless. Jacob emerged from Peniel willing to let his life fall into
God's control. He was wounded but victorious. God gave him a crippled body but a
strengthened faith.

It was a new Jacob--Israel--
who hobbled off to meet Esau. He had learned obedience through suffering.
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Theological Significance - Jacob chosen for his Potential
God did not chose Jacob because of what he was but because of what he could
become. His life is a long history of discipline, chastisement, and purification by
affliction. Not one of his misdeeds went unpunished. He sowed deception and reaped
the same, first from Laban and then from his own sons.

Jacob's story is a story of conflict.
The note of conflict is even heard before his birth (Gen. 25:22-23). However, in the
midst of the all-too-human quarrels over family and fortune, God was at work
protecting and prospering His blessed.
With the other patriarchs God acted directly, but with Jacob God seemed to be
withdrawn at times. Yet, God was no less at work. He worked through unsavory
situations and unworthy persons. Even in Jacob's web of conflict and tragedy, God's
hand guided, though half-hidden.

Gary D. Baldwin
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