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% Abraham

God called Abram to migrate to Canaan,
assuring him that he would father avast nation (Gen. 11:31).

Location - Chaldea

\

Chaldea
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(Gen 11 NIV)  Now the whole world had one language and a common speech. {2} As men moved eastward, they found a plain in Shinar and settled there. {3} They said to each other, "Come, let's make bricks and bake them thoroughly." They used brick instead of stone, and tar for mortar. {4} Then they said, "Come, let us build ourselves a city, with a tower that reaches to the heavens, so that we may make a name for ourselves and not be scattered over the face of the whole earth." {5} But the LORD came down to see the city and the tower that the men were building. {6} The LORD said, "If as one people speaking the same language they have begun to do this, then nothing they plan to do will be impossible for them. {7} Come, let us go down and confuse their language so they will not understand each other." {8} So the LORD scattered them from there over all the earth, and they stopped building the city. {9} That is why it was called Babel --because there the LORD confused the language of the whole world. From there the LORD scattered them over the face of the whole earth. {10} This is the account of Shem. Two years after the flood, when Shem was 100 years old, he became the father of Arphaxad. {11} And after he became the father of Arphaxad, Shem lived 500 years and had other sons and daughters. {12} When Arphaxad had lived 35 years, he became the father of Shelah. {13} And after he became the father of Shelah, Arphaxad lived 403 years and had other sons and daughters. {14} When Shelah had lived 30 years, he became the father of Eber. {15} And after he became the father of Eber, Shelah lived 403 years and had other sons and daughters. {16} When Eber had lived 34 years, he became the father of Peleg. {17} And after he became the father of Peleg, Eber lived 430 years and had other sons and daughters. {18} When Peleg had lived 30 years, he became the father of Reu. {19} And after he became the father of Reu, Peleg lived 209 years and had other sons and daughters. {20} When Reu had lived 32 years, he became the father of Serug. {21} And after he became the father of Serug, Reu lived 207 years and had other sons and daughters. {22} When Serug had lived 30 years, he became the father of Nahor. {23} And after he became the father of Nahor, Serug lived 200 years and had other sons and daughters. {24} When Nahor had lived 29 years, he became the father of Terah. {25} And after he became the father of Terah, Nahor lived 119 years and had other sons and daughters. {26} After Terah had lived 70 years, he became the father of Abram, Nahor and Haran. {27} This is the account of Terah. Terah became the father of Abram, Nahor and Haran. And Haran became the father of Lot. {28} While his father Terah was still alive, Haran died in Ur of the Chaldeans, in the land of his birth. {29} Abram and Nahor both married. The name of Abram's wife was Sarai, and the name of Nahor's wife was Milcah; she was the daughter of Haran, the father of both Milcah and Iscah. {30} Now Sarai was barren; she had no children. {31} Terah took his son Abram, his grandson Lot son of Haran, and his daughter-in-law Sarai, the wife of his son Abram, and together they set out from Ur of the Chaldeans to go to Canaan. But when they came to Haran, they settled there. {32} Terah lived 205 years, and he died in Haran.




Abraham

Abraham and Lot Settle Between Bethel and Ai

After traveling throughout Canaan and into Egypt, Abraham and Lot finally settled
between Bethel and Ai, about ten miles north of Jerusalem (Gen. 13:3). Abraham and
Lot acquired herds and flocks so large that the land was unable to support both (Gen.
13:2,5). In addition, the herdsmen of Abraham and Lot did not get along (Gen. 13:7).

Location -- Up from Negev to settle between Bethel and Ai

Bethel Al
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Bob Pace
(Gen 13 NIV)  So Abram went up from Egypt to the Negev, with his wife and everything he had, and Lot went with him. {2} Abram had become very wealthy in livestock and in silver and gold. {3} From the Negev he went from place to place until he came to Bethel, to the place between Bethel and Ai where his tent had been earlier {4} and where he had first built an altar. There Abram called on the name of the LORD. {5} Now Lot, who was moving about with Abram, also had flocks and herds and tents. {6} But the land could not support them while they stayed together, for their possessions were so great that they were not able to stay together. {7} And quarreling arose between Abram's herdsmen and the herdsmen of Lot. The Canaanites and Perizzites were also living in the land at that time. {8} So Abram said to Lot, "Let's not have any quarreling between you and me, or between your herdsmen and mine, for we are brothers. {9} Is not the whole land before you? Let's part company. If you go to the left, I'll go to the right; if you go to the right, I'll go to the left." {10} Lot looked up and saw that the whole plain of the Jordan was well watered, like the garden of the LORD, like the land of Egypt, toward Zoar. (This was before the LORD destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah.) {11} So Lot chose for himself the whole plain of the Jordan and set out toward the east. The two men parted company: {12} Abram lived in the land of Canaan, while Lot lived among the cities of the plain and pitched his tents near Sodom. {13} Now the men of Sodom were wicked and were sinning greatly against the LORD. {14} The LORD said to Abram after Lot had parted from him, "Lift up your eyes from where you are and look north and south, east and west. {15} All the land that you see I will give to you and your offspring forever. {16} I will make your offspring like the dust of the earth, so that if anyone could count the dust, then your offspring could be counted. {17} Go, walk through the length and breadth of the land, for I am giving it to you." {18} So Abram moved his tents and went to live near the great trees of Mamre at Hebron, where he built an altar to the LORD.
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Lot chooses Sodom, in the Jordan valley

L ocation -- Sodom

. ]

ol Soddom & Gomorrah

Jordan Valley

Hebron (Mamre) E

Thus, to secure ample pasturelands for their flocks and to avoid any further trouble,
Abraham suggested they separate. Abraham allowed Lot to take his choice of the land.
Lot took advantage of Abraham's generosity and chose the well-watered Jordan Valley
where the city of Sodom was located (13:8-12).
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(Gen 13:8-12 NIV)  So Abram said to Lot, "Let's not have any quarreling between you and me, or between your herdsmen and mine, for we are brothers. {9} Is not the whole land before you? Let's part company. If you go to the left, I'll go to the right; if you go to the right, I'll go to the left." {10} Lot looked up and saw that the whole plain of the Jordan was well watered, like the garden of the LORD, like the land of Egypt, toward Zoar. (This was before the LORD destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah.) {11} So Lot chose for himself the whole plain of the Jordan and set out toward the east. The two men parted company: {12} Abram lived in the land of Canaan, while Lot lived among the cities of the plain and pitched his tents near Sodom.
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Garden of theLord

Some interesting details of the split between Abraham and Lot remind the reader of
earlier eventsin Genesis. For example, the Jordan Valley is described as being well
watered " likethe garden of the Lord" (Gen. 13:10) reminding one of the story of
Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden. One wonders if Lot would be more successful
in this garden spot than Adam and Eve had been. The prospect of success was thrown
in doubt by the way Lot's journey is described--he journeyed east, a description that
recalls Adam's and Eve's journey after their expulsion from the garden (Gen. 3:24).

Negative connotation of fertile valleys

The Jordan Valley is also described as being fertilelike Egypt (Gen. 13:10). This
detail not only recalls Abraham's nearly disastrousjourney to Egypt to avoid the
famine in Canaan (Gen. 12:10-20) but also foreshadows the journey that Jacob and his
family would later make (Gen. 42-50 )--a journey that did have disastrous
consequences (Ex. 1:8-14).

Negative connotation of cities

The mention of the cities of the Jordan Valley also carries negative connotations.
Oneisreminded of the story of the tower of Babel where the people had gathered in
one place (they had migrated from the east) to build themselves a city and make a
name for themselves, so that they would not be scattered over the face of the earth and
live like sojourners (Gen. 11:1-4). Oneis aso reminded that Terah gave up his
pilgrimage to Canaan to settle in the city of Haran (Gen. 11:31). To add to the
negative connotations that cities have in the stories of Genesis, we are told that the
people of Sodom were great sinnersagainst theLord (Gen. 13:13).

Go to Abraham?2
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