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The twentieth 2020 hike will be next Wednesday September 30th to Northwest Peak. It is 
an amazing place and we want to be there when the Alpine Tamarack (Larch) are golden 
(see the top of my Facebook page). Note the earlier 7:00AM departure time below due to 
the length of the drive on the paved road. 
 
Here is the Northwest Peak Google Earth Folder and our previous photos: 2011 09 29 
Northwest Peak Montana. See the 360 degree views of mountains (from the picture of the 
white lookout to the picture of the white lookout again, nothing but mountains for 360 
degrees) including the Canadian Rockies from Glacier Park to Radium Hot Springs, the 
Purcells (Bugaboos, Caribous, Monishes etc.), you can identify most of the Idaho Selkirk 
peaks, and most of the Cabinets peaks. Up close you see Canuk Basin, Copper Mountain, 
Canuk Peak, Davis Peak, Buckhorn and Keno Mts., and Goat Mountain, Black Mountain 
and Clifty above Bonners Ferry; plus Wall, Queen, and Buzzard Mts., and Mt. Baker in the 
Purcells above and just south of Cranbrook.  From the top of Northwest Peak you are right 
above three lakes: the two Hawkins Lakes and Davis Lake. On a clear day, there are not 
too many places like this.  
 
Northwest Peak (only 10 air miles from Eastport and 28 from the Pace Home) is up the 
Yaak River and Pete Creek in Montana, for a long 70 mile trip each way.  However, except 
for the last two miles it is all paved or nice gravel over pavement. “Earlier” departure time 
will be 7:00AM from Big Flag Information Center Parking Lot Bonners Ferry. If our “Eye 
in the Sky” Gene Andrews gives us a bad report on Northwest Peak, our alternate will be 
Big Spar Lake.  

Here is a description of Northwest Peak Scenic Area, and a description of the Northwest 
Peak Trail. Here is a description of the Northwest Peak Hike. Here is another trail 
description. It says: “An old lookout cabin, vast views of the Northwest Peak Scenic Area 
and on a clear day, the Canadian Rockies. Northwest Peak (elevation 7,705 feet is the 
central attraction of a high mountain ridge, the most striking portions of which are included 
in the Northwest Peak Scenic Area, an official designation of the Forest Service. Under 
this designation the unique qualities of the area are recognized and protected. The peak is 
a long drive from almost everywhere except Yaak. For a very good topographical map here 
is a link to Bonners Ferry Trails on trailhead finder dot com. To find Northwest Peak there: 
go north from Bonners Ferry to Eastport at the Canadian Border and east ten miles to 
Northwest Peak. 

Plus, see my Hiking Blog for more information and great views of Boundary County. 
 
Please RSVP by email if you are coming. Please bring a little money for gas ($0.60 per 
mile/number of people in the car). This is a long 140 mile drive, so make sure the drivers 
get reimbursed equitably.  
 
Bob Pace, (208) 295-7094, (208) 304-4458 Cell  

https://www.facebook.com/robert.pace.5076
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