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The fifth hike for the Selkirk Cabinett Purcell Hiking Group for 2019 will be Wednesday 

May 15th on the Kootenai Trail over the Kootenai River at the edge of Katka Mountain 

east of Bonners Ferry.  This time we will hike the whole trail by placing vehicles at both 

ends of the trail.  

 

We will leave from Big Flag Information Center Parking Lot Bonners Ferry at 9:00AM. 

 

The trailhead is off the Katka Road 14.3 miles East of Bonners Ferry. It will be an easy 

five mile hike along a cliff over the Kootenai River (just above the “S” Curves along the 

Boulder Creek Leg of the River). Beautiful Kootenai in the Moyie Trench: Dr Jimmy 

Richardson and I did this hike November 3, 2010, and here are some pictures from 

November 2010, and here are some pictures from April 2015. Here is the Kootenai Trail 

Folder. And, here is a description that Dr Richardson sent me: 

 
KOOTENAI RIVER WALK Trail 184 from access FS Rd 2209: Access to the trail is 8 miles 

from Crossport Road on Katka Road with parking a short distance on 2209 from Katka Road.  

The trail for the first 2 miles is on 2209, which is gently downhill for the first mile and a bit 

steeper the second mile.  At the prominent sign the trail leaves 2209 for an old wagon road. 

About 100 yards the trail branches; the Northwest trail goes for a ½ mile to an overlook on the 

bluff above the river.  This trail passes by a elongated forest glacially carved pond.  Blue 

herons and mallards were observed in the pond.  The scenic trail is worth the 1 mile round 

trip.  The overlook is on a promontory that has a view north west and south east of the river, 

which is entrenched into bedrock.  The geologic map has the river flowing in the Moyie fault 

that extends from Moyie Lake in Canada to past Troy, Mt.  

Back at the Wagon road (main trail No. 184) that is simply a forest trail generally traversing 

southeast.  Part of this trail has good signage but in one spot the signs are missing where they 

are needed.  The blown down logs are cleared during this visit in October 2012. The sign at 

the wagon road say 5 miles to Road 405 (Katka Rd).  This would make a 11+ mile trip by 

walking back on the pavement.  Suggest going out one mile on the trail to just past a stream 

with a small but scenic canyon and back.  Paced from the 5 mile sign this would be one mile 

out.  This round trip including the overlook trail would be 7 miles.  Another alternative is to 

cutoff part of the trail and have a 9 mile hike.  We take a logging road to Rd. 405 and back to 

the vehicles on that road. 2 full miles would be on 405.   

Timber along the trail is varied but definitely lower elevation species.  Much is western Red 

Cedar and Western Hemlock with abundant Grand fir, White pine, and Western Larch.  On the 

rock bench of the wagon road the trees are sparse on the shallow bedrock soils with Ponderosa 

and Lodgepole pine and Douglas fir.  Expect wet grass along the trail.  

It should be a beautiful hike. Plus, see my Hiking Blog for more information and great 

views of Boundary County.  

Bob Pace 

(208) 295-7094 

(208) 304-4458 Cell 
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